PHILIPPIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

The Epistle of Paul to the Philippians is one of the Prison Epistles. Paul wrote four 
epistles when he was in prison, and we have labeled them Prison Epistles. They are 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and the little Epistle to Philemon. 

The Epistle of Paul to the Philippians was written to the believers in Europe in the city of 
Philippi. This letter came out of a wonderful relationship that Paul had with the 
Philippian church. It seems that this church was closer to Paul than was any other church. 
Their love for him and his love for them are mirrored in this epistle. This epistle deals 
with Christian experience at the level on which all believers should be living. It is not a 
level on which all of us are, but it is where God wants us to be. 

Paul visited Philippi on his second missionary journey. You will recall that he and 
Barnabas went on their first missionary journey to the Galatian country, where they had a 
wonderful ministry and founded many churches in spite of the persecution they 
encountered. Paul wanted to visit these churches on his second missionary journey. He 
wanted to take Barnabas with him again, but Barnabas insisted on taking his nephew, 
John Mark, who had been with them at the beginning of the first missionary journey. This 
young fellow, John Mark, you may remember, turned chicken and ran home to mama 
when they had landed on the coast of Asia Minor. Therefore, Paul did not want to take 
him the second time. So this split the team of Paul and Barnabas. Barnabas took John 
Mark and went in another direction. Paul, with Silas for a companion, retraced his steps 
into the Galatian country, visiting the churches which they had established on the first 
missionary journey. 

It would seem that Paul intended to widen his circle of missionary activity in that area, 
because a great population was there, and it was highly civilized. Actually, Greek culture 
and Greek learning were centered there at this particular time. Dr. Luke in recording it 
says that Paul attempted to go south into Asia, meaning the province of Asia, of which 
Ephesus was the leading city. But when he attempted to go south, the Spirit of God put 
up a roadblock. Since he wasn't to go south, Paul thought he would go north (where 
Turkey is today), but when "... they assayed to go into Bithynia . . . the Spirit suffered 
them not" ( Acts 16:7 ). 

Now he can't go south, he can't go north, he has come from the east, there is but one 
direction to go. So Paul went west as far as Troas. That was the end of the line. To go 
west of Troas he would have to go by boat. So Paul was waiting for instructions from 
God. 

Sometimes we feel that God must lead us immediately, but God can let us wait. I think 
He lets us cool our heels many times, waiting for Him to lead us. If you are one who is 
fretting today, "Oh, what shall I do? Which way shall I turn?" Wait, just wait. If you are 
really walking with the Lord, He will lead you in His own good time. 



So Paul continued to wait in the city of Troas (we know it as Troy) for orders, and he got 
them finally. He was given the vision of the man of Macedonia, recorded in Acts 16:9-10 . 

Paul and his companions boarded a ship that took them to the continent of Europe. To me 
this is the greatest crossing that ever has taken place because it took the gospel to Europe. 
I am thankful for that because at this particular time my ancestors were in Europe. One 
family was in the forests of Germany. I am told that they were as pagan and heathen as 
they possibly could have been. Another branch of the family was over in Scotland. And 
they, I am told, were the filthiest savages that ever have been on the topside of this earth. 
Now don't you look askance at me, because your ancestors were probably in the cave 
right next to my ancestors and they were just as dirty as mine were. I thank God today 
that the gospel went in that direction, because somewhere down the line some of these 
ancestors heard the Word of God, responded to it, and handed down to us a high type of 
civilization. 

So Paul crossed over into Europe, and his first stop was Philippi. "And on the sabbath we 
went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the 
Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she 
was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us" ( Acts 
16:13-15) . 

Paul, you see, found out that the man of Macedonia was a woman by the name of Lydia, 
holding a prayer meeting down by the river. That prayer meeting probably had a lot to do 
with bringing Paul to Europe. I'm of the opinion there were many people in Philippi who 
saw that group of women down there by the river praying and thought it wasn't very 
important. But it just happened to be responsible for the greatest crossing that ever took 
place! And Lydia was the first convert in Europe. 

Now Lydia was a member of the Philippian church to which Paul wrote this epistle. We 
know something about some of the other members of this church also. There was a girl 
who was delivered from demon possession. "And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a 
certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters 
much gain by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men 
are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. And this 
did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee 
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour" ( Acts 
16:16-18) . 

Also the Philippian jailer and his family were members of this church. You recall that 
Paul and Silas were thrown into jail at the instigation of the masters of the demon- 
possessed girl who had been deprived of their income. God intervened for Paul and Silas 
in such a miraculous way that their jailer came to know Christ. "And [the jailer] brought 
them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. . . . And when he had brought them 



into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house" 
( Acts 16:30-31 , 34). 

There were, of course, other members of this Philippian church whose stories we do not 
know. They were a people very close to the apostle Paul. They followed him in his 
journeys and ministered to him time and time again. But when Paul was arrested in 
Jerusalem, they lost sight of him for two years. They did not know where he was. Finally 
they heard that he was in Rome in prison. The hearts of these people went out to him, and 
immediately they dispatched their pastor, Epaphroditus, with a gift that would minister to 
Paul's needs. 

So Paul wrote this epistle to thank the church and to express his love for them. He had no 
doctrine to correct as he did in his Epistle to the Galatians. Neither did he have to correct 
their conduct, as he did in his Epistle to the Corinthians. There was only one small ripple 
in the fellowship of the church between two women, Euodias and Syntyche, and Paul 
gave them a word of admonishment near the end of his letter. He didn't seem to treat the 
matter as being serious. 

His letter to the Philippian believers is the great epistle of Christian experience. This is 
Paul's subject in his epistle to the Philippians. 
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Chapter 1 

THEME: Philosophy of Christian living — Introduction; Paul's tender feeling for the 
Philippians; bonds and afflictions further the gospel; in life or death — Christ 

Paul's letter to the Philippians is practical. It gets right down where we live. As we study 
this epistle, we won't be seated in the heavenlies as we were in his letter to the Ephesians, 
but we will be right down where the rubber meets the road. It is a wonderful little epistle, 
and we will be enriched by the sweetness of it. 

Introduction (1:1-2) 

Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints 
in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons 
r Phil. 1:1 1. 

"Paul and Timotheus" — Paul associates Timothy with himself. Paul brings this young 
preacher and puts him right beside himself, encouraging him. Paul loved this young man 
Timothy. He was Paul's son in the Lord, that is, he had won him to Christ; and Paul was 
very interested in him. Paul is constantly identifying certain young preachers with 
himself. 

Now that I am getting old, I receive letters from former students and from many folk who 
in my ministry over the years have come to a knowledge of Christ. I feel that all of these 
are my children. I have a lot of children scattered around over this world, and I love them 
in the Lord. I understand how Paul felt about Timothy. Paul's name has come down 
through the centuries, and everywhere you hear about Paul, you will hear about Timothy 
— Paul was responsible for that. How wonderful! 

"The servants of Jesus Christ." Paul identifies himself and Timothy as the servants of 
Jesus Christ. The word servants actually means "bondslaves." This is in contrast to his 
epistle to the Galatians where he was defending his apostleship. He began with, "Paul, an 
apostle." He did the same thing to the Corinthians. He had to declare and defend his 
apostleship and wanted them to know he was an apostle not of men, neither by man. He 
didn't need to defend himself with these Philippians. They loved him, and they accepted 
his apostleship. They had all been led to the Lord by him. So Paul takes a humble place, 
his rightful position: "Paul and Timotheus, we both are servants of the Lord Jesus Christ." 

"To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi." Paul is not writing to one little 
clique in the Philippian church; he is writing to all the saints, and every believer is a saint. 
The human family is divided into two groups: the saints and the ain'ts. Saints are 
believers in Christ. They are saints, not because of their conduct, but because of their 
position in Christ. Saint means "holy," set apart for God. Anything that is holy is 
separated for the use of God. Even the old pots and pans in the tabernacle were called 
"holy vessels," and they were probably beaten and battered after forty years in the 
wilderness. They may not have looked holy, but they were. Why? Because they had been 
set aside for the use of God. Now that should be the position of every child of God. We 
are set aside for the use of God. Now, friend, if you ain't a saint, then you are an ain't. 



The saints are "in Christ Jesus." What does it mean to be saved? It means to be in Christ 
Jesus. When you put your trust in the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of God comes to dwell in 
you. The Holy Spirit baptizes you into the body of Christ. You are put in Christ by the 
Spirit of God. 

Now these saints were in Christ, but they were at Philippi. You see, it doesn't make any 
difference where you are at — that may not be grammatically correct, but it is a true 
statement. You may be at Los Angeles or Duluth or Moscow or Philippi. It won't make 
any difference where you are at; the important matter is being in Christ Jesus. 

I beieve the little phrase in Christ comprises the most important words that we have in the 
New Testament. What does it mean to be saved? I asked a theology professor that 
question, and he gave me quite a lecture on the subject. I was a little dizzy when he 
finished. He explained words like propitiation and reconciliation and redemption. These 
are all marvelous words, and they are all Bible words, but not one of them covers the 
entire spectrum of salvation. The Spirit of God chose just one little word, the preposition 
in, to explain what salvation is. It is to be in Christ. How do you get in Christ? You get in 
Christ when you accept Him as your Savior. 

"With the bishops and deacons." Notice he is addressing a local church with officers. 
"Bishop" means overseer or shepherd. The word bishop actually refers to the office, 
while the word elder refers to the individual who is in that office, and they should be men 
who are mature spiritually. "Deacons" refers to spiritual men who are performing a 
secular service (see Acts 6) . 

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ [ Phil. 1:2 1. 

"Grace be unto you, and peace." You will find this form of address in all of Paul's 
epistles, and grace and peace will always be in that sequence. Grace and peace were both 
commonplace words of Paul's day. 

Grace was the word of greeting in the Greek world. In the Greek language it is charis. If 
you had walked down the street in that day, you would have heard folk greeting each 
other with, "Charis." In fact, this greeting is still used in modern Greece. It means grace. 
They say it as we say, "Have a good day." And God is saying to you, "Have a good 
eternity." When folk say to me, "Have a good day," they don't contribute anything to 
make it a good day other than just saying that. But God has made the arrangement 
whereby you can have a good eternity, and it is by the grace of God. 

"Peace" always follows grace; it never precedes it. While charis comes out of the Greek 
world, "peace" (shalom) comes out of the religious world; it is the Hebrew form of 
greeting. Actually, the name Jerusalem means "the city of peace." Jeru-shalom — city of 
peace. It has never been that; it has been a city of war. Right now it is a thorn in the flesh 
of the world. No one knows what to do with it. There will never be peace in Jerusalem or 
in the world until the Prince of Peace comes to rule. 

There is, however, a peace that comes to the believer through the grace of God. 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" ( Rom. 5:1 ). This is the peace that a sinner can have with a holy God because 



Christ died for us, paid our penalty, and now God in His grace can save us. It is not that 
we bring God something for our salvation. Very frankly, we have nothing to bring to 
Him. I have never brought anything to Him — except sin. Christ paid the penalty for that 
sin so that a holy God can receive me. And He can receive you. In a world of turmoil, a 
world of tension, a world of trial, a world that is filled with things that are wrong, we can 
know the peace of God in our hearts. This is the peace of God that He gives to those who 
trust Jesus Christ as their own personal Savior. We must know the grace of God before 
we can experience the peace of God. 

This grace and peace is "from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." Let me 
ask this theological question: Isn't Paul a trinitarian? Doesn't he believe in the Trinity? 
Then why doesn't he include the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son? The reason is 
that the Holy Spirit is already over there in Philippi, indwelling the believers. Certainly 
Paul believed in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and he is being very accurate 
here. 

Paul's Tender Feeling For The Philippians (1:3-11) 

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you [ Phil. 1:3 1- 

He begins the body of his letter in this very lovely manner, which reveals the sweet 
relationship between Paul and the Philippian believers. That is the way it ought to be 
today among believers, especially between pastor and congregation. The literal 
translation would be, "All my remembrance of you causes me to thank God." Every time 
anybody would mention Philippi, Paul would just thank God for the believers there. That 
is something really quite wonderful. 

Every now and then I get a letter from some organization that wants me to do something 
for them. That is perfectly legitimate for them to make such a request, but they begin the 
letter with, "I thank my God upon every remembrance of you." Sometimes I'm not so 
sure they really feel that way about me, but they are preparing me for the request that is 
coming. But how wonderful it would be to have a church like the Philippian church. And 
how wonderful to be the kind of person about which it can be said, "All my remembrance 
of you causes me to thank God." If Paul hadn't said anything else about his relationship to 
this church, this would have been enough to reveal how special it was. You can check the 
other epistles — he didn't say this to the other churches, certainly not about the Galatians 
or the Corinthians. 

Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy 
f Phil. 1:4 1. 

"Always" — not just sometimes. Always in every prayer Paul remembered the Philippian 
believers. 

The phrase "for you all" makes it very clear that Paul was speaking to all the saints that 
were in that church, the corporate body in the local church. When we reach the final 
chapter of this epistle, we will find that there was a little ripple of discord between two 
women in the Philippian church: Snytyche and Euodias. So Paul at the very beginning 
was careful to include all the saints in order that one group couldn't say to the other, "He 
is writing to us and not to you." 



"Making request with joy." Bengel said that the sum of this epistle is: "I rejoice; rejoice 
ye." We realize what a remarkable expression this is when we consider where Paul was 
when he wrote. He was over in Rome in prison! He probably was not in the Mamertine 
prison at this time, but he was in a place equally as disagreeable. 

Although the word joy appears nineteen times in this epistle, I have never felt that it 
should be called the "joy epistle." If we are going to pick out the word that occurs more 
than any other word, we must take the name of Jesus Christ. His name appears over forty 
times in this epistle. He is the center of the epistle. He is the One who is the very source 
of joy. Therefore, the emphasis should be put upon Him rather than upon the joy. As we 
shall see, the philosophy of Christian living has to do with Him; the pattern has to do with 
Him. The price of Christian living has to do with Him, and the power has to do with Him. 
Actually, it is a personal relationship with Christ that brings joy to a believer's life. 

We try to produce joy in the church by external means. We have a program and tell folks, 
"Come and you will enjoy it." We have a banquet — people enjoy a banquet — so we have 
joy, we say. Actually, joy does not depend upon outward circumstances. Real joy 
depends upon the inward condition of the individual. It depends on the proper attitude 
toward life. If you are complaining and whining about your lot in life, certainly you will 
not be experiencing joy. You may be able to go to a church banquet and have a little fun, 
but that will not be joy. When you and I get to the place where we find ourselves in the 
center of the will of God and know we are in His will regardless of our circumstances, 
then there will be joy in our lives. 

Paul said, "Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy." The 
time of prayer was not an ordeal for Paul. He didn't say Oh, I've got to go through the 
ordeal of praying for those folk again! No. He said, "As I am here in jail, it is a lot of fun 
to pray for you Philippians; it brings joy to my heart." 

Now, having told them he thanked God for them, he gives a reason. 

For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now [ Phil- 
US]. 

"For your fellowship in the gospel." Now we have come to a very important word in this 
epistle. We do not want to pass over this word fellowship. This word is used widely in 
the church and outside the church. I don't think that most people really know what the 
word means, and therefore they don't use it properly. 

Years ago I was invited down to Huntington Beach about once a year to give a message 
at a Rotary Club luncheon. A Christian doctor was chairman of the program committee 
down there, and he would invite me to come at Christmastime or Eastertime and give 
them the gospel — both barrels, which is what I always tried to do. 

Over the speaker's table they had a slogan: "Food, Fun, Fellowship." Those three things 
belonged to the early church, and I didn't feel that the Rotary Club should have bragged 
about having any one of the three. For food there would be embalmed chicken with peas 
as hard as bullets. For fun they had corny jokes. The fellowship consisted of patting 
someone on the back and saying, "Hello, Bill. How's business?" 



Now that is not fellowship in the biblical sense of the word. The Greek word is koinonia, 
and it means that which believers can share of the things of Christ. There are three 
elements that must enter into it: spiritual communication, sympathetic cooperation, and 
sweet communion. (1) Spiritual communication is sharing the things of Christ. This 
would be sharing the great truths concerning Christ. (2) Sympathetic cooperation means 
working together for Christ. That is why, when Paul used the word fellowship, he could 
be talking about Bible reading or Bible study together or prayer or celebrating the Lord's 
Supper or taking up an offering. Paul called all of these koinonia — fellowship. The result 
would be (3) sweet communion. It makes us partners with Christ. This is true koinonia. 

Paul wrote that this church was having fellowship with him. He had communicated to 
them the gospel. They had shared with Paul in a sympathetic cooperation. They had sent 
a gift to him and had ministered to his physical needs again and again. Then when they 
were together, they had sweet communion. 

"From the first day until now" — Paul had enjoyed wonderful fellowship with them from 
the first day, that day he had met Lydia and her group praying by the riverside. 

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ [ Phil. 1:6 1- 

Because this is my life verse and therefore very meaningful to me, I hope you won't mind 
if I tell you about it. I was a very poor boy when I went away to college. My dad had 
been killed in an accident in a cotton gin when I was fourteen years old. My mother took 
my sister and me to Nashville, Tennessee. I had to get a permit that allowed a boy of 
fourteen to go to work, and I worked for a wholesale hardware concern. I had to be up by 
five o'clock in the morning to pick up the mail and have it sorted and on the desks of all 
the officials in each department. I should have been in school, and I wanted to go to 
school. Later I had the privilege of going back to school because a wonderful friend acted 
as a father to me. He had a son who was a drunkard. He had wanted his son to get a 
college education, but he didn't; so the man helped me get a job, and I was able to go to 
college. Every year I thought it would be my last year. I never thought God would see me 
through — I had very little faith. The last year I was in college was during the depression; 
1928 and 1929 were bad years. I couldn't get a job and had no money. 

On graduation day, after receiving my degree, I returned to my room in the dormitory, 
still in my cap and gown, and sat dejectedly on the edge of my bed. My roommate came 
and asked, "What in the world — did somebody die?" I said, "Just as well to. I thought 
God had called me to the ministry. I'm through college, the depression has hit, and I don't 
even have a job for this summer. I haven't a dime to go to seminary next year." While we 
were still talking, the phone rang. It was for me. On the other end of the line was a dear 
little lady who asked me to stop by her home where she lived with her sister. They were 
both widows, and they looked as if they had come out of the antebellum days. They 
attended the church where I taught a class of intermediate boys, and I herded the boys 
into the church service every Sunday morning. The sisters sat in the pew behind us, and I 
always thought they disapproved. But in their home that day each handed me an envelope 
in memory of her husband. I left as soon as it was polite to go, hurried around the corner, 
and opened the envelopes. The first contained a check for $250; I hurriedly opened the 



other envelope and found another check for $250. Do you know what $500 was like 
during the depression? I felt like a millionaire! 

That night the Sunday school had a banquet for me, a farewell banquet, and they gave me 
a check for $100. So now I had $600! That is the money with which I went to seminary 
the next year. That night at the banquet someone gave me this verse: "Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ." That has been my life verse ever since that night. 

Now let's consider this verse for a moment. 

"Being confident" is causative and could be translated, "Since I am confident of this very 
thing" — Paul knew what he was talking about. 

"He which hath begun . . . will perform." The word for "perform" means to carry through. 
He will consummate what He began. 

"Until the day of Jesus Christ." You and I today are not living in the Day of the Lord; we 
are not living in the day of the Old Testament; we are not living in the day of the 
Millennium; we are not living in the day of eternity; we are living in the day of Jesus 
Christ. That day will be consummated when He comes to take His own out of this world. 
And the Holy Spirit has sealed you and me until the day of redemption. Paul wrote to the 
Ephesian believers, "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption" ( Eph. 4:30 ). And until then, you can count upon God to 
consummate whatever He intends for you. He is going to see it through. How wonderful! 

Now, my friend, let me ask you this: Is this practical for you and me? I don't know what 
your circumstances are, but if you are a child of God, I am sure you can testify that God 
has brought you up to the present moment, hasn't He? Can't you look back over your life 
and see how He has led you and provided for you? Then why should you be concerned 
about tomorrow? Do you think He is going to let you down now? I confess that this was 
my thinking when I finished college. 

You see, I went through college, but I didn't enjoy it as I should have. I never had joy 
because I always was afraid I couldn't go on. I just didn't believe God would see me 
through. So many times we Christians act like unbelievers. In fact, we live and act like 
practical atheists. The graduation was a happy experience for my classmates. I could see 
those rich kids being hugged by their parents. No one was there to throw their arms 
around me, but it wouldn't have made any difference if there had been a whole delegation 
of well-wishers, because I thought I was through. I felt called to the ministry, but there 
was no possible way for me to go on to seminary. However, I had a wonderful heavenly 
Father who, through Philippians 1:6 , put His arms around me and said, "I'll see you 
through." 

And I want to testify today that He is still keeping His promise. It has been a comfort to 
me since I have had several bouts with cancer to know that my heavenly Father said, 
"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." He is a good Doctor also; in fact, He is the Great 



Physician, and He has said, "Whatever I have in store for you, I'm going to see you 
through until the day of Jesus Christ." So I am in His hands. 

This is a great verse of Scripture. Oh, I have held onto this during many a dark night 
when the storm outside was beating against my little bark. My, how wonderful to have a 
heavenly Father like this ! 

Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have 
you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the 
defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my 
grace f Phil. 1:7 1. 

"Even as it is meet" — meet is an old Elizabethan word that means "right." Even as it is 
right for me to think this of you all. 

"Because I have you in my heart." Isn't that a wonderful place to carry your Christian 
friends? 

"Partakers of my grace" brings us back to the word fellowship. It is koinonia with a 
preposition that intensifies it: suqkoinonous, meaning "being all wrapped up together." 
You may remember that lovely Abigail used these words when she talked to David: "... 
but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God ..." 
( ISam. 25:29) . Paul is saying that he and the Philippians are all wrapped up together as 
partners in the gospel. 

This is what I mean when I say that there were tender feelings of the apostle Paul for this 
church at Philippi. He was closer to them than to any other church. It is so wonderful to 
have Christian friends like this who are sharing in the great enterprise of getting out the 
Word of God. There is that sympathetic cooperation, besides the spiritual 
communication, and it always produces sweet communion. 

For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels 
of Jesus Christ [ Phil. 1:8 1- 

That word bowels is offensive to some folk. One sweet little lady, who I'm sure had never 
used a bad word in her life, came to me and said, "Dr. McGee, don't read it like that. 
That's crude." I answered, "That's the way it is in the Bible, and that's the way I think it 
should be read — just as it is." Bowels really means tender feelings. This is really a 
marvelous statement. Paul says that he longs for all of them in the tender feelings of Jesus 
Christ. Actually, it is quite accurate to use the word bowels for tender feelings. 

I was teaching this one night at Bible study, and at that time a psychologist from the 
University of Southern California attended the classes. I was teaching that bowels meant 
tender feelings. He said, "The ancients were right. They were accurate when they talked 
about our feelings being in the region of the bowels." He said, "The average person 
thinks that everything he does is because he has thought it over and that he is very smart." 
Then he touched me on the head and said, "Very little really takes place up here." I really 
felt that he knew me when he said that. 

He went on to explain that the brain is really a very marvelous telephone exchange. A 
message comes up through the sensory nervous system, up through the synaptical 



connections from the hand to the brain. Immediately there is a transfer made over to a 
motor neuron, and the message goes down over a different set of synaptical connections. 
For example, when you touch a hot stove, immediately the message goes up to the brain, 
and the brain returns the message, "Take your finger off that — you'll get burned." You 
react instantly. You do it without thinking, but there was a connection made up in the 
brain. By the way, many people drive an automobile like that — without thinking, which 
is quite obvious. Then he asked me, "How did you feel the first time you saw your wife? 
Where did that take place? Was it in the brain?" The psychologist points to my tummy 
and said, "There is where you live and move and have your being." So Paul is expressing 
his most tender feelings, "I long after you." It is not because they have given him 
something. His reaction is not mental but emotional. This is a wonderful expression. 

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment [ Phil. 1:9 1- 

There is a lot of silly thinking about this word love. I often get letters such as this one: 
"You gave me the surprise of my life when you said that there are certain preachers who 
spread damnable heresies. Doesn't Jesus say in His Holy Word that we are to love our 
enemies and do good to those who hate us?" Of course He said that, but we need to notice 
to whom he said it. The Lord Jesus had some very harsh things to say about the religious 
rulers of His day. He said, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do . . ." ( John 8:44 ). Also He said, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?" ( Matt. 23:33 ). He called the Devil their father and a snake 
their mother! I don't think any person could be more extreme. 

Paul prays that your "love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment [or discernment]." We are to love all believers in Christ. Some of the believers 
are a little difficult to love. Some of our friends are even difficult to love. We are to love 
the unlovely, but we are to love with knowledge and with discernment. That does not 
mean we just let our love slop over on every side. It is to abound with discernment. Let 
me give you an illustration out of my own experience. 

When I first went to downtown Los Angeles as a pastor, I soon found that there are 
certain groups that move through that downtown area and prey on church people and new 
preachers especially. One Sunday morning one of the personal workers came to me and 
said, "There's a man here who has come forward and wants to talk to you about his 
salvation." Well, I felt complimented. This man wants to talk to me; he wont' talk to 
anybody else. So I went over to talk to him, and by that time practically everybody had 
left the church. I began to explain the plan of salvation. I never saw a fellow so interested. 
He took my Bible and read the verses I indicated. Oh, he had it down to a system! Finally 
I asked him if he wanted to accept Christ. Tears came to his eyes and ran down his face. 
He said yes, he did. We got down on our knees, and he prayed. When we stood up, I 
made a mistake. I asked him how he was getting along. And he told me, "I hate to tell 
you this, but my suitcase is down here in a certain hotel. They won't let me have it 
because I owe them seven dollars." Well, what would you do? You had just led a man to 
the Lord, supposedly; you're a Christian; you're a preacher; you ought to love the brother. 
Well, I gave him the seven dollars, and I felt expansive. I told my wife about it and felt 
very good inside that I had been so generous. About six weeks after that I was going 



through the daily paper, and there was a picture of this man. I thought, How in the world 
did he get into the paper? And I read that he'd been arrested. He had spent the previous 
six months in Los Angeles living off the preachers, and his comment was, "They are the 
biggest saps in the world." And I was one of them! I called up the late Dr. Bob Schuler, 
who was pastoring in downtown Los Angeles at Trinity Methodist Church, and asked, 
"Did this fellow come down to you?" "Yes," he said. "Did you let him have seven 
dollars?" He said, "No. That's what he wanted, but I've been down here a long time, 
Vernon. After you've been down here awhile, you'll find there are some you can't love." 

Paul says to let your love abound more and more, but let it abound in judgment, let it 
abound in being able to discern. Over the years when I would drive to my study in Los 
Angeles, I used to say to the Lord, "I'm going to meet new people today, and I don't know 
them. Some of them I'll be able to help. Others of them will put a knife in my back. Lord, 
help me to be able to distinguish between the two. Show me which I should help." 
Actually this verse rescues a Christian from being naive and gullible. His love is to 
abound in knowledge and discernment. 

That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ [ Phil. 1:10 1- 

Here is another important verse that needs some explanation. When Paul says, "That ye 
may approve things that are excellent," he means that you need to try the things that 
differ. This has to do, I believe, with the Lord's will for your life. There are times when 
we must come to a decision when there are two or more routes that we could go. What 
one shall we take? Frankly, there are times when we don't know. The Lord will not send 
an angel to tell us, nor will He turn on red or green lights to give us signals. He expects us 
to use a little consecrated and concentrated gumption. Therefore we need to try the things 
that differ. 

A man was telling me about his business. He had two routes open to him, and he prayed 
about his decision. He tried one of them, and it didn't work. He told me that when he saw 
it wouldn't work, he came back to the crossroads and tried the other route. He said, "Then 
I was sure of the Lord's will. The one route didn't work, so there was only one other way 
open for me. I followed that one, and it was the right one." God says we are to try the 
things that differ. Actually, that is the way He leads us. 

"That ye may be sincere" — "sincere" is an interesting word which comes from the Latin 
sincerus, which means without wax. When the Romans became a world power, they were 
a very strong and rather brutal people. They destroyed a great many of the art treasures of 
Greece in many places. In the cities of Asia Minor, we can still see evidence of that. I 
was interested in looking at several of the temples over there; the temple of Diana must 
have been a beautiful thing from the architectural standpoint. But many of the art troves 
of Greece were broken up. When the Romans reached the point of development in their 
culture that they appreciated these things, they began to gather them up. Many of them 
were broken. When there was a crack in a statute or a vase, a dishonest dealer would fill 
it in with wax so that one couldn't tell that it had been broken. Then he would sell it as a 
genuine, perfect piece. An unsuspecting man would buy it, take it to his villa, and display 
it in his garden. The next hot day he would walk out and, lo and behold, the wax would 
be running out of a crack in that lovely art treasure! Finally the reputable art dealers 



began to put on their material the word sincerus, meaning without wax. In other words, 
they guaranteed it was a perfect piece. 

Paul is saying, "Don't be a phony. Be real, be genuine, be sincere." Applying this to the 
previous verse, don't go around patting everyone on the back with a "Praise the Lord, 
Hallelujah" and telling them how much you love them if you are going to stick a knife in 
their backs the minute they leave your presence. That is what he is saying here. Be 
sincere. 

"Without offence" means blameless, which would be a better translation, because we 
cannot live the Christian life or preach the Word of God without offense to somebody. 
Remember that people were offended at Paul and his preaching. That is the reason 
believers should pray for their pastor if he is preaching the Bible. If he is really giving out 
the Word of God, there will be offense. He needs your support, your defense of him, your 
prayers for him. 

I officiated at a funeral service for a movie star several years ago. I preached the Word of 
God, and the crowd attending the service didn't appreciate what I said. They were 
antagonistic. I even got some telephone calls from some of the people. One of the 
television newscasters gave the report of the funeral and said, "Hollywood heard 
something today that they have never heard before" — I understand he was a Christian. 
But my message was an offense to most of that crowd. So you see, the Christian life and 
the preaching of the Word of God will not be without offense to someone, but Paul is 
saying that believers should be blameless. 

When I first became pastor in downtown Los Angeles, I met Dr. Jim McGinnis who was 
in Chicago at that time. He asked me how I liked being a pastor in downtown Los 
Angeles. I said, "Well, I certainly am enjoying it. It is a marvelous opportunity, and the 
crowds are coming to church, but I find I can't defend myself. I hear reports about me that 
are terrible." He answered, "That's all right. Just be sure that none of them are true." We 
can be blameless, but we cannot be without offense. 

"Till the day of Christ" has reference to His coming for His own. This is the second time 
the Rapture is mentioned in this epistle. A child of God should walk in the light of the 
imminent return of Christ all the time. 

Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God [ Phil. 1: 11 "|. 

The "fruits of righteousness" are the fruits of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 
producing fruit in the lives of the believers. ". . . The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance . . ." ( Gal. 5:22-23 ). 

Bonds And Afflictions Further The Gospel (1:12-20) 

But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of 
the gospel f Phil. 1:12 1. 

Paul is speaking very emphatically to them. When the believers in Philippi heard that 
Paul was in prison, they sent a message to him by their pastor, Epaphroditus, and it 



probably went something like this: "Oh, poor brother Paul, we feel so sorry for you. Now 
your great missionary journeys are curtailed; you are in prison, and the gospel is not 
going out!" Paul said, "Look, I want you to know that the gospel is going out, and the 
things that have happened to me have not curtailed but have actually furthered the 
gospel." 

Now he will make clear what he means by this. 

So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all 
other places f Phil . 1:13 1. 

The palace was actually Caesar's court. Acts 28:16 tells us, "And when we came to 
Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was 
suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him." Paul was chained to a member 
of the Praetorian Guard, and these men were the Roman patricians, members of Caesar's 
household. 

When Paul was converted, the Lord Jesus said that Paul would "... bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel" ( Acts 9:15) . Well, up to this time Paul 
had taken the gospel largely to the common, vegetable variety of citizens in the Roman 
Empire. But now he has members of the royalty chained to him! Every four hours, at the 
change of the guard, one guard would leave and be replaced by a new guard who would 
be chained to Paul. What do you think Paul talked about during those four hours? Can 
you imagine having your congregation chained to you? My guess is that some of them 
were happy to see their relief guard come. They would say, "Boy, am I glad to see you! 
This man Paul is trying to make a Christian out of me." Many of them did come to know 
Christ. The gospel penetrated Caesar's household. Later Tertullian wrote that the Roman 
government became disturbed when it was discovered that Christians were in positions of 
authority. Many of these men later died for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is the first evidence Paul gave that his imprisonment had not hindered the 
furtherance of the gospel but that it had enabled him to bring the gospel right into 
Caesar's household. 

Not only did Paul's imprisonment enable him to reach into Caesar's household with the 
gospel, but it also accomplished something else: 

And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my 
bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear f Phil. 
1:14 1. 

In the early church there were many men who were willing to go out as witnesses for 
Christ, but after hearing Paul speak, they would say something like this, "Man, I'd like to 
witness for the Lord, but I can't tell it like Paul tells it." So long as Paul was out preaching 
the gospel, others would feel unworthy, not competent or sufficiently trained. They 
considered Paul so much more effective than they could be. But then one day the word 
went down the Roman roads to all those centers where churches had been established that 
Paul was in prison in Rome. In many of those churches men would say, "Look, Paul's in 
prison. He can't go out anymore. I'll go." As a result many men started to preach the 
gospel. I am confident that hundreds and maybe even thousands of men hit the Roman 



roads and moved out from door to door to tell people about Christ. So Paul says, "Many 
of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear." 

Now I believe there is a third effect of Paul's imprisonment which he does not mention. 
We can only get this from the perspective of history. Paul may not have realized the 
importance of his writing, but if he had not been put into prison, we would not have the 
Prison Epistles: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. They are all marvelous 
epistles, and we would not have them today if Paul had not been in prison. I'm sure the 
Lord could have gotten this teaching to us some other way, but this was the way He 
chose. So Paul could say about his imprisonment that it had "fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel." 

There was, however, a tragic difficulty in Paul's day. We have the same thing happening 
in this day, and it is still tragic. 

Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also 
of good will f Phil. 1:15 1. 

When I first began to study the Bible, it was unbelievable to me that the preaching of the 
gospel of Christ could be done in envy and strife. But now that I've been in the ministry 
for a long time — I was ordained in 1933 — I know that one of the things that hurts the 
preaching of the gospel probably more than any other single thing is the envy and the 
strife. Paul will mention envy and strife several times in this epistle. There must have 
been quite a few who were preaching the gospel in that way, envious of the apostle Paul, 
jealous because they didn't have the results that Paul had. 

One of the solutions to this problem of envy is for every Christian to recognize that he 
has a gift. We do not all have the same gift. The body could not function if we did. The 
problem is that some men who have one gift are envious of a man who has a different 
gift. You will remember that Paul told the Corinthians that the gifts are to be exercised in 
love. Every gift is to be exercised in love. My friend, if you will exercise your gift in 
love, you will not envy someone else. "... Love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up" ( ICor. 13:4 ). Envy says, "I don't think much of you," and pride says, 
"What do you think of me?" That is the difference between envy and pride, and the 
believer is warned against both of them. Paul put it very bluntly when he wrote, "For who 
maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?" ( ICor. 4:7) . 

Strife is an interesting word. It is the Greek word eris, which means "to stir up" — 
referring to demons, the spirits, that stir up strife. Envy and strife! Those two still hurt the 
church. Alcohol and drugs on the outside of the church cannot hurt it nearly as much as 
the envy and strife on the inside of the church. 

Notice, however, that there were some who preached Christ of good will. 

The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to 
add affliction to my bonds f Phil. 1:16 1. 



Those motivated by envy and strife preached Christ, but not sincerely. They actually did 
it to try to belittle Paul. They were envious of the apostle Paul, but they had not been able 
to say anything against him. Now that he was in prison and unable to defend himself, 
these men would go out and preach the gospel, but they also would have a few little 
things to say against Paul. 

But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the 
gospel r Phil. 1:17 1. 

These are the two groups. What is Paul's attitude toward them? 

What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in 
truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will 
rejoice [ Phil. 1:18 1. 

The important thing to Paul was that Christ be preached, no matter whether it was done in 
pretense or by true motives. It is tragic that at times Christ is preached in envy and strife. 
He is still preached in that way today, but we can always rejoice whenever Christ is 
preached. 

I am a little rough on female preachers because I believe they are unscriptural, but, as I 
have said on several occasions, some women are preaching Christ better than the average 
male preacher. What is my position? I rejoice and thank God that Christ is being 
preached. 

Dr. Ironside told the story of walking through a park in Oakland, California. A woman 
was preaching there, and his friend said to him, "Isn't it a shame that this woman is here 
preaching?" Dr. Ironside said, "It's a shame that there is not some man to take her place." 
That is the problem. Thank God, Christ is being preached. That is the important thing. 
We can rejoice today whenever the Word of God is given out. 

At the time I am writing, a great many folk are getting concerned about home Bible 
classes. I am rejoicing over them. I know sometimes they go off on a tangent, but not any 
more than some churches go off on tangents. We can rejoice that the Word of God is 
being taught. 

It is interesting and also comforting to know that Christ can be preached insincerely, and 
yet people can still be saved. God honors His Word, not the man or the organization. We 
need to recognize that today. The Spirit of God is the only One who can bring blessings, 
and He can bless only when the Word of God is given out. 

For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, 
and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ f Phil. 1:19 1. 

By the word salvation Paul means his deliverance from prison. 

"Through your prayer." People have asked me why I asked everyone to pray for me when 
I had cancer. They said, "Didn't you know that God would heal you if you go to Him in 
prayer?" May I say that the Bible makes it clear that God hears and answers the prayers 
of His people. We need to ask God's people to pray for us. Paul says that through their 
prayers he hopes to be set free. 



"Through . . . the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ." The only way you and I can get 
that supply that we need is through prayer. 

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing 
I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now 
also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or 
by death f Phil. 1:20 1. 

Paul said he did not want to be ashamed of his witness while in this life, and he did not 
want to be ashamed when he came into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle 
John mentions the fact that when Christ comes to take His church with Him, it is possible 
for believers to be ashamed at His appearing (see Uohn 2:28 ). We need to bear that in 
mind. All Christians ought to be concerned about that. 

Years ago I began a prophetic congress in downtown Los Angeles which has spread over 
this entire area and has given a tremendous emphasis to prophecy. This has been carried 
out across our country today. I probably have spoken in more prophetic congresses than 
any one individual. So I want to say this: there are too many people who are talking about 
the coming of the Lord but are not ready for the coming of the Lord. You may ask, 
"Aren't they saved?" Yes, they are saved. But I'm afraid they will be ashamed at His 
appearing. Their lives do not commend the gospel. Paul says that he doesn't want to be 
ashamed before Christ at His coming. 

You will recall that this chapter gives the philosophy of Christian living. You will find 
that Paul will sum up the theme of each of these four chapters in one verse, and 
sometimes in one sentence. The next verse puts this chapter in a nutshell. 

In Life Or Death -- Christ (1:21-30) 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain [ Phil. 1:21 1. 

Notice in your Bible that the verb is is in italics. That means it is not in the original but 
has been added to make the meaning clearer. The verse is actually, "For to me to live 
Christ, and to die gain." 

This is the philosophy of Christian living: To live Christ; to die gain. Dr. William L. 
Pettingill used to say that gain is always more of the same thing. If to live is Christ, then 
to die would be more of Christ. It means to go and be with Him. 

Although it has taken me a long time to arrive at this conclusion, I am convinced that the 
most important thing in my life as a Christian is to have the reality of Jesus Christ in my 
life. This is not too popular today. People would rather talk about being dedicated, 
wanting to serve Him, or doing this and that. But the most important thing is to have 
fellowship with Him so that your joy might be full. Then we will have a powerful 
witness. The problem is that most people want the end but forget all about the means. The 
means, in this case, is fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Everything else is the 
fruitage of this fellowship. For to me to live Christ; to die is to be with Him. 

Now we know why Paul was undisturbed by the criticism being leveled at him. You can't 
hurt a man who is in fellowship with Jesus Christ. What could anyone do to such a man? 
"For to me to live Christ, and to die gain" is a high plane on which to live. I wish I could 



say I have reached that plane. I'm on my way, and I haven't arrived, but that is my goal. 
What a glorious one it is! 

But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I 
shall choose I wot not f Phil. 1:22 1. 

Paul didn't know about his future, just as you and I don't know about our future. We don't 
know what any single day will bring forth. 

For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far better: 

Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you [ Phil. 
1:23-24 1. 

Paul says he was torn between wanting to go to be with the Lord, which is the better of 
the two, or staying with the Philippian believers because they needed him. 

The first time I had cancer surgery, a letter came from a lady that said, "I know that 
everybody is praying that you will get well, but I am praying that the Lord will take you 
home because to be with Christ is far better." I wrote back and said, "Would you mind 
letting the Lord decide about this? I want to stay." I want to stay a while longer to give 
out the Word of God. I've just now gotten to the best part of my ministry, and I don't want 
to leave it. I'm asking God to let me stay with it. I think that is a normal feeling for a child 
of God. 

It reminds me of a story of an incident that took place in my southland in a black church. 
The preacher asked one night, "How many of you want to go to heaven?" Everyone put 
up his hand except one little boy. The preacher asked him, "Don't you want to go to 
heaven?" He answered, "I sure do, but I thought you were getting up a load for tonight." 

We all want to go to heaven, but not right now! 

And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith; 

That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me 
by my coming to you again [ Phil. 1:25-26 1- 

Paul is practical. He still has work to do. These folk need his ministry. He wanted to get 
out of prison and go to be with them again. 

People who are always saying, "Oh, if the Lord would only come," should get busy. This 
is the only place where we can do any work that is going to count for a reward for Him. 
This is the stage on which you and I play our part. I want to stay as long as possible, and I 
have promised the Lord I will teach the Word as long as He lets me stay. 

Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel f Phil. 1:27 1. 



The word conversation means your way of life. Not only our speech but our entire way of 
life should be a credit to the gospel of Christ. 

"Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel" — oh, 
how God's people need to stand together for the furtherance of the gospel! If the church 
were what it should be in the world today, the world would listen to the message it 
proclaims. 

Here Paul uses the word strive which is so different from the word strife about which he 
wrote earlier in the chapter. In the word strive is the thought of agonizing. We are to 
agonize together for the faith of the gospel. 

And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an 
evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake f Phil. 1:28-29 1. 

When you get to the place where He lets you suffer for Him, you have arrived — that is 
the high calling of Christ Jesus. 

Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be 
in me [ Phil. 1:30 1- 

Paul certainly knew what it was to suffer for Christ. Suffering for Christ is a token of 
blessing, not a sign that God has turned His face away. 

This concludes chapter 1 in which we have seen the philosophy of Christian living. The 
chapter is summed up in one verse: "For to me to live Christ, and to die gain." 



Chapter 2 

THEME: Pattern for Christian living — others; mind of Christ — humble; mind of God — 
exaltation of Christ; mind of Paul — things of Christ; mind of Timothy — like-minded 
with Paul; mind of Epaphroditus — the work of Christ 

In the first chapter we saw the philosophy of Christian living summed up in one verse: 
"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." Christ was the very center of Paul's life. 
Now in this chapter we come to the pattern for Christian living, which is the mind of 
Christ, as we shall see. 

It cannot be by imitation. I hear people talking today about following Jesus. I sometimes 
would like to ask these folk what they mean by that — especially when their lives do not 
conform to what they are saying. Are they trying to imitate Jesus? When Paul says here 
that Christ is the pattern for Christian living, he is not talking about imitation. He is 
talking about impartation. That is, the mind of Christ should be in us, and it can be there 
only by the power of the Spirit of God. 

I learned a long time ago that when Vernon McGee does things, they are not only not 
done well, they are done wrong — always. I am accused of being rather strong-willed, and 
I have a tendency to move ahead on my own volition. But when I do that, I stub my toe. 



Then I say, "Lord, I'm ready now for You to take over." It has been wonderful to see how 
the Lord does take over. 

We need to learn to sit back and watch the Spirit of God move. That doesn't mean that we 
simply sit and twiddle our thumbs. Of course we carry on the program that God has given 
us to carry on, but the power and the dynamic come from the Spirit of God. 

In this chapter is one of the greatest theological statements made in Scripture concerning 
the person of Christ. Down through the centuries one of the most controversial issues has 
come out of that theological statement. In fact, it is the thing that probably divided 
Europe — it had more to do with it than anything else. The theory promoted was the 
kenosis theory, which is that at Christ's incarnation He emptied Himself of His deity. 
This chapter will make it clear that He did not empty Himself of His deity. 

The Pattern For Christian Living — Others (2:1-4) 

Before we get into the controversial issue, let's notice the practical side — this is a 
practical epistle. 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies [ Phil. 

in]. 

The "if" which begins this verse is not the if of condition — this is not a conditional 
clause. You will find that many times Paul uses if as an argument rather than a condition. 
Paul is a logical thinker. It has been said that if you do not find Paul logical, you are not 
reading him aright. It would be more accurate to translate it: "Since there is consolation 
in Christ, and since there is comfort of love, and since there is the fellowship of the Spirit, 
and since there are bowels [tenderness] and mercy." 

Now in view of all this, Paul says: 

Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind f Phil. 2:2 1. 

Even though he is in prison, he is rejoicing in the Lord, but he says that he would rejoice 
even more if he knew the gospel was working in the lives of the Philippian believers. 

"That ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind." You 
see, there had been a little difficulty, as we noted before, in the Philippian church — not 
much, but a little. Paul wants them to be of one mind. 

He is not asking them to be carbon copies of each other. In most churches there are two 
groups of people: one group for the pastor and one group against the pastor. The folk that 
comprise these groups are not thinking for themselves but are carbon copies of the group 
leaders. 

To be of one mind is to let the mind of Christ be in you. That permits differences of 
expressions, differences in gifts, differences in methods of service, even differences in 
minor doctrines. We won't be beating each other on the head because we disagree on 
these things. If we have the mind of Christ, we will agree on the major tenets of the faith. 



Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves f Phil. 2:3 1. 

You remember that Paul has mentioned this before. He said that there were some people 
who were preaching Christ out of envy and strife. Now he says, "Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory." I would say most of the difficulties in the church today are 
not due to doctrinal differences. They are due to strife and envy. Some people just 
naturally cause trouble. If we could follow this injunction, "Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory," I think it would solve 90 percent or maybe even 100 percent of the 
problems in churches today. 

If you are doing something through strife in the church, you had better not do it at all. 
The same is true if you do things because you expect to be recognized. One of the reasons 
I don't like to go to organizational meetings is that I get tired of people having to thank 
Mrs. So-and-so because she brought a bouquet of petunias or Mr. So-and-so because he 
brought in an extra chair — and you don't dare leave out anyone because if you do, you 
will be in trouble. Do Christians need to be recognized and complimented and 
commended for things they do? "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory" — 
trying to make a name for yourself. 

"But in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves." Perhaps this was 
the problem between Euodias and Syntyche. It may be that each felt she was being put 
down by the other. 

If this verse were obeyed, I believe it would solve the problems in most of the music 
departments in our churches. It would eliminate this attitude: "Why don't they call on me 
to sing? I have a much better voice than So-and-so." The same could be said for problems 
on boards and on committees. It would eliminate the "power struggle" that goes on in 
some churches among the church officers. 

Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others f Phil. 2:4 1. 

Others ! That is an important word. 

I was absolutely overwhelmed to get a letter from another broadcaster with a gift for our 
broadcast enclosed. It came from a man whose broadcast is carried on one of the same 
stations as our broadcast in the state of Florida. He wrote, "What a blessing your 
broadcast is." I don't know anything about this man's broadcast, but I can tell you 
something about his person. He was exhibiting the mind of Christ. He was carrying out 
the admonition of this verse: "Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others." His letter was a very humbling experience for me. 

"Others" is the key to this passage. It is the Christian faith which first made that word 
others important. Why did Christ come from heaven's glory to this earth? It was for 
others. Why should we carry the gospel? For others. To think of others rather than 
ourselves is having the mind of Christ. 

Mind Of Christ -- Humble (2:5-8) 

Now Paul is going to tell us about the mind of Christ. 



Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus [ Phil. 2:5 1- 

The mind of Christ — what is the one thing that characterized it? Humility. You may 
recall that in Ephesians 4 we are told, "... walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called." Then it goes on to describe this: "With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" ( Eph. 4:1-2 ). That is the mind of Christ. 

You and I can't be humble. We can't be meek. We are not made that way. We want to 
stand on our own two feet and have our little say. All of us are like that. Don't say you are 
not, because you really are. None of us wants to be offended. None of us wants to be 
ignored. We develop hang-ups if we are brought up in such a way that we have been 
trampled on. 

I heard about the son of a very fine minister who had become a vagrant. Why? It was 
because he had an older brother who was a brilliant fellow. This boy was always hearing 
about the brilliant things his older brother was doing. So he just went in the opposite 
direction, rebelling against it. That is the natural reaction of the natural man. It wouldn't 
even help matters to go to the boy and say, "Now listen, son, you just ignore all that." He 
is not going to ignore it. A man who is not born again is not even in the territory of being 
willing to take a humble place. 

We come now to one of the great theological statements in the Scripture. Some consider 
it the greatest doctrinal statement in the New Testament relative to the person of Christ, 
and it is know as the kenosis, the "emptying." This passage will make it clear that He did 
not empty Himself of His deity. It will give us the seven steps of humiliation which 
Christ took. I wish I were capable of sketching for you the magnitude of what is being 
said in these next few verses. I wish we could grasp how high He was and how low He 
came. The billions of light years across known space are nothing compared to the 
distance He came. 

We find here seven steps downward. Then we have listed for us seven steps upward, the 
exaltation of Christ. First, then, in humiliation, we see the mind of Christ. Then we will 
see the mind of God. It is in the mind of God the Father to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
you want to know what you can do that will put you in the will of God — I don't know 
where you are to go or what you do — but I can tell you this: Since it is the purpose of 
God the Father to exalt Jesus Christ, I believe that is the will of God for every one of us. 
We are to exalt Jesus Christ, wherever we are and in whatever we do. We are to be one 
with the Father in this ultimate purpose of the exalation of Jesus Christ. 

The first step downward was when He left heaven's glory. He came down and down and 
down to this earth, all the way to where we are. You and I cannot even conceive of what 
a big step it was from heaven's glory all the way down to this earth. Absolutely, it is 
beyond human comprehension to understand what our Lord really did for us. 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God f Phil. 2:6 1. 

This is, I confess, a rather stilted translation. When Christ was at the right hand of God 
the Father, He wasn't hanging on to His position. There was no danger of His losing His 



place in the Godhead because of any lack on His part or because of the ability and 
ambition of a contender. He hadn't gone to school to learn to become God; He had not 
advanced from another position. He was God. It wasn't as if the Lord Jesus had to say to 
God the Father, "Now You be sure to keep My position for Me while I'm gone for thirty- 
three years. Keep a sharp eye out for Gabriel — I think he would like to have My place." I 
am not being irreverent; I am trying to show you that this was not something that He had 
to hold on to. The position belonged to Him. He was God. 

Nor did He leave heaven reluctantly. At no time did He say, "Oh, I just hate to leave 
heaven. I don't want to go down on that trip." He came joyfully. "... for the joy that was 
set before him . . ." ( Heb. 12:2 , italics mine) He endured the cross. He said, ". . . Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God" ( Heb. 10:7) . 
He came to this earth with joy. He was not releasing something that He wanted to hold on 
to when He came to this earth. 

Now we see the second step down. 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men f Phil. 2:7 1. 

"Made himself of no reputation" means to empty — the Greek word is kenoo. The kenosis 
theory derives its name from the word kenoo. Christ emptied Himself. The question is: 
Of what did He empty Himself? There are those who say He emptied Himself of His 
deity. All of the Gnostics in the early church propounded the first heresy that He emptied 
Himself of His deity, that the deity entered into Him at the time of His baptism and left 
Him at the cross. Well, this theory is not substantiated anywhere in the Word of God. He 
emptied Himself of something, but it was not of His deity. He was 100 percent God when 
He was a baby reclining helplessly on the bosom of Mary. Even at that time He could 
have spoken this universe out of existence because He was God. There was never a 
moment when He was not God. The apostle John writes, "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things ere made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. . . . And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us . . ." ( John 1:1-3 , 14 ). 

Well, then, of what did the Lord Jesus empty Himself when He came to this earth? I 
believe that He emptied Himself of the prerogatives of deity. He lived on this earth with 
certain limitations, but they were self- limitations. There was never a moment when He 
wasn't God. And He was not less God because He was man, yet He emptied Himself of 
His prerogatives of deity. 

The few shepherds and wise men, and even the multitude of angels, were a sorry turnout 
for the Son of God when He came to this earth. Not only should that crowd have been 
there, but the whole universe should have been there. All of God's created intelligences 
should have been there. The hierarchy of Rome should have been there. There should not 
have been just a few wise men from the East. They should have come from the West, and 
the North, and the South. And the temple in Jerusalem should have been empty that day - 
- they should all have gone down to Bethelhem. But they didn't. 



Why didn't He force them to come? Because He had laid aside His prerogatives of deity. 
He was willing to be born in a dirty, filthy place — not the pretty, clean stable of 
Christmas pageants and Christmas cards. He was willing to grow to manhood in a 
miserable town named Nazareth. He was willing to be an unknown carpenter. He could 
have had the shekinah glory with Him all the time, but He didn't. He didn't have a halo 
around His head as we see in so many paintings of Him. Judas had to kiss Him the night 
He was betrayed so that the crowd would know which was the man they were to capture. 
He didn't stand out from other men by some kind of inner light or glory around Him. He 
was a human being, but He was God manifest in the flesh. He laid aside the prerogatives 
of His deity. 

Can we be sure of that? I think we can. After He had finished His ministry, He gathered 
His own about Him on His last night on earth, and He prayed a very wonderful prayer to 
His heavenly Father. One thing He said in that prayer was this: "And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world 
was" ( John 17:5) . Notice this carefully: He prayed to have His glory restored. He did not 
pray to have His deity restored, because He had never given up His deity. But now that 
He is returning to heaven, He is asking that His glory, the glory light, a prerogative of 
deity, be restored. Obviously He had laid that aside. "Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation." 

The third step downward in the humiliation of Christ is this: "And took upon him the 
form of a servant." 

Jesus came to this earth as a servant. He worked as a carpenter. I suppose if you had lived 
in Nazareth in that day, you could have gone by the shop where Jesus worked and told 
Him you needed some repair work done at your house — "I have a door that is coming off 
the hinges; I wonder if You would come and fix it?" I think He would have said, "I'll be 
right over." You see, He took upon Himself the form of a servant. He could have been 
born in Caesar's palace. He was a king, but He never made that claim during those early 
years — in fact, He didn't make it until He rode into Jerusalem in the so-called Triumphal 
Entry. 

He came into this world as a working man, a humble man, a little man. Not only did He 
humiliate Himself to become a human being, but He came among the majority where 
most of us are today. He was one of the little people. 

The prophet Isaiah wrote that Christ would come as a "root of Jesse" (see Isa. 11:10) . As 
a young preacher I often wondered why Isaiah didn't call Him a root out of David. Well, I 
have discovered the reason. When Jesus was born, Mary, who was in the line of David 
(and Joseph, who was also in the Davidic line by another route), was a peasant. They 
were working folk living in that little, miserable, gentile town called Nazareth. Then 
wasn't Jesus in the line of David? Oh, yes. David was anointed king, but his father Jesse 
was a farmer in Bethlehem, and his line had dropped back to the place of a peasant. Our 
Lord was born into a peasant family. 

"He took upon him the form of a servant." 

The fourth step in His humiliation is this: "And was made in the likeness of men." 



For years this did not impress me at all, because I am a man and I like being a man. I 
couldn't see that being a man was a humiliation. I think there is a dignity about being a 
human being that is quite wonderful. How can it be humbling? 

Let me give you a very homely illustration that I trust might be as helpful to you as it is to 
me. I confess it is rather ridiculous, but it will illustrate the humiliation of Christ in His 
incarnation. 

When we first came to California in 1940, we had the experience of living in a place 
where the bugs and the ants are not killed off in the wintertime. We got here the first of 
November and had not been here long until I found in the kitchen one morning a freeway 
of ants coming into the sink. They were coming down one side and going back on the 
other side. Also I found they had discovered the sugar bowl, and they had a freeway in 
and out of it. I don't know about you, but I don't want ants in the sink and I don't want 
ants in the sugar bowl. So I began to investigate and learned that the thing we had to do 
was to kill them. Now I'm just not sadistic; I'm not brutal; I don't like to kill things. But I 
began to kill ants. I got ant poison, and we got rid of the ants. Then when we moved over 
to our own home, here were ants. They had found out where we'd moved. I have a 
wonderful Christian friend who is in the bug-killing business. He comes to my place 
twice a year, sprays everything — under the house, under the eaves, the trees — 
everything, and you can't find an ant on my place. 

Now I do not know this to be a fact, but I have a notion that the ants had a protest 
meeting around my lot. Maybe they carried banners that read, "Down with McGee. He 
hates ants!" But, frankly, I don't hate ants. That's not my hang-up at all. If I had some way 
of communicating with those ants and getting a message to them, I'd say, "Look here. I 
don't hate you. Just stay out of the sugar bowl, and stay out of the sink. I'll put sugar and 
water outside for you — I'd be glad to do that if you'd just stay outside." But I do not 
know how to get that message over to the ants — except by becoming an ant. Now 
suppose that I had the power to become an ant. (If I could do it, I would not do it because 
I know some folk who would step on me if I were an ant!) But listen, if I could become 
an ant — from where I am now down to the position of an ant — that would be 
humiliation, wouldn't it? I'd hate to become an ant. But, my friend, that is nothing 
compared to what my Lord did when He left heaven's glory and became a man, when He 
took upon Himself our humanity, when He was made in the likeness of men. 

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross [ Phil. 
2:8 1. 

The fifth step in our Lord's humiliation is that He humbled Himself. "And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself." You and I have been humbled by someone doing 
or saying something which has been humiliating to us. But notice that Christ "humbled 
himself." This is a most difficult thing to do. 

One of the finest things I ever heard about John Wesley was concerning an incident when 
he was about to cross a brook over which was a very narrow bridge, just wide enough for 
one person. As he was starting over, he met a liberal preacher of that day. This preacher 



swelled up and said, "I never give way to a fool." John Wesley looked at him for a 
moment, smiled, and began to back off, saying, "I always do." My friend, it is difficult to 
take that humble place, but it has made me think a great deal more of John Wesley. We 
find it difficult to humble ourselves, but our Lord humbled Himself. 

Many of us have had humbling experiences. I am reminded of a summer conference at 
which I was speaking years ago. One of the speakers at this conference was a most 
dignified Englishman. He was a gifted speaker and very dignified. He was shocked when 
I wore a sport shirt even on the platform. To him that was the unpardonable sin. He wore 
a white shirt, collar, and tie; in fact, he wore a frock coat for the evening services! Well, 
one afternoon it rained, and in the auditorium a window glass had been broken out so that 
it had rained in on the platform. In those early days all the speakers in any week would 
march onto the platform every night, regardless of who was bringing the message. On 
that particular night I walked behind this dignified, formally dressed Englishman, and 
when he hit that wet spot on the platform, his feet went out from under him. Oh, how he 
sprawled! And, you know, everybody laughed. I laughed so hard I had to leave the 
platform. After I went back and sat down on the platform, I thought I never could quit 
laughing. The next night we started in as usual, and he was right ahead of me again. I 
reached over and said, "Say, it'd be nice to have a repeat performance tonight." "Oh," he 
said, "wasn't that humbling!" Yes, he was humbled, but he did not humble himself. Many 
times we are humbled, are we not? But we do not humble ourselves. 

The Lord Jesus humbled Himself, and that is altogether different. 

We come now to the sixth step in His humiliation: "and [He] became obedient unto 
death." Death is a very humiliating sort of thing. It is not natural. Sometimes at funerals I 
hear people say, "Doesn't he look natural?" It is generally said by some well-meaning 
friend who wants to comfort the loved ones. I don't know why it would be a source of 
comfort to think that Grandpa looks natural in death. I bite my lip to keep from saying, 
"No, he doesn't look natural." Death is not natural. God didn't create man to die. Man dies 
because of sin, because of his transgression. Death came by the transgression of one man, 
and that man was Adam, and death has passed down to all men. Death is not natural. God 
did not create man to die. 

Now when the Lord Jesus came to this earth, He was a little different from the rest of us. 
You and I came to live. I honestly don't want to die; I want to live. I have come to the 
most fruitful part of my ministry, and I want to live as long as the Lord will let me. But 
the Lord Jesus was born to die. He came to this earth to die. He didn't have to die, but He 
"became obedient unto death" and gave Himself up willingly. I have to die, but I don't 
want to. He didn't have to die, but He wanted to. Why? In order that He might save you 
and me if we will put our trust in Him. This is what He said: "As the Father knoweth me, 
even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. . . . Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again ..." ( John 10:15 , 17-18) . 

The seventh and last step in the humiliation of Christ is "even the death of the cross." Not 
only did He become obedient unto death, but to the death of the cross. This would make a 



greater impact on our consciousness if we said that Christ died in the electric chair or the 
gas chamber or by the hangman's noose. It was that kind of disgraceful death. He came 
from the highest glory to the lowest place of humiliation. Why did He do it? Let's go 
back to the word others. "Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others." He left all the glory of heaven and came down to this earth, became 
a man, and suffered the death of a criminal for others — for you and me. Thank God for 
that! This is the mind of Christ. 

Mind Of God -- Exaltation Of Christ (2:9-11) 

Now the mind of God the Father is to glorify Christ. We have seen the seven steps 
downward; now we will see the seven steps upward. The mind of God is the exaltation of 
Christ. 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name [ Phil. 2:9 1. 

Here is the first step up: "God also hath highly exalted him." The supreme purpose of 
God the Father in this universe today is that Jesus Christ be glorified in the universe 
which He created and that He be glorified on the earth where man dwells, where man 
rebelled against God. 

The thing that makes this little earth significant and important is the death of Christ down 
here — nothing else. Astronomers tell us that we are a little speck in space, and if our little 
world were to be blotted out, it wouldn't make any difference to the universe. And that is 
absolutely true. Someone else has said that man is a "disease on the epidermis of a minor 
planet." That is what we are! The thing that has lent dignity to man and has caused him to 
look up into the heavens and sing the doxology is the fact that Jesus Christ came to this 
earth and died on the cross for him. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him." 

Now the second step: "and given him a name which is above every name." The next time 
you take His name in vain, think of this. God intends to exalt that name that you use as a 
curse word and drag in the mud. The other day a pilot who stepped off a plane on which a 
bomb had exploded — and it was almost a miracle that he was able to land the plane — 
just stood over at the side of the crowd and said, "Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ!" I don't 
know if he was saying it as profanity — God have mercy on him if he did it that way. I 
hope that it was a prayer. The name of Jesus Christ will be exalted above the names of all 
the great men of this world and above the names of all the angels in glory. 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth f Phil. 
2:10 1. 

In this verse we find the next three steps of Christ's exaltation. 

The third step: "That at the name of Jesus" — Jesus means "Savior." Before His birth in 
Bethlehem, the angel said, "... thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins" ( Matt. 1:21) . Now notice the reference to prophecy: "Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us" ( Matt. 1:22-23) . 



Can you show me any place in the Bible where He was called Emmanuel? When I 
entered the ministry, I had no problem with "Behold a virgin shall conceive." Since He is 
God, how else could He get into the human family except by a miraculous birth? But the 
thing that did cause a problem in this verse was, "He shall be called Emmanuel" because I 
couldn't find any place where they called Him Emmanuel. "Well, then," you may say, 
"that prophecy was not fulfilled." 

Oh, my friend, this is one of the most wonderful fulfillments of prophecy you can 
imagine. The angel said, "Call Him Jesus because He'll save His people from their sins." 
Now think through this. You couldn't call me Jesus — I can't even save myself. Neither 
would it be accurate to call you Jesus because you can't save yourself. You see, all of us 
are in the same ship today. The human family is on a sinking ship, and it's going down. If 
there is to be a Savior, He's got to come from the outside. There are those who want to 
throw out a lifeline. But to do that is like being on a ship that is sinking, and somebody 
on the top deck says to those down in the steerage, "Let me throw you a lifeline." But the 
top deck is going down too ! You see, the rope has to come from some place other than 
the human ship. No human being can be a Savior. "You shall call His name Jesus because 
He is going to save His people from their sins." How can He save His people from their 
sins? Because He will be Emmanuel, God with us. That little Baby who came yonder to 
Bethlehem is God with us. He took upon Himself, not the likeness of angels, but our 
humanity. He is Emmanuel, God with us. And because He is that, He can be called Jesus. 
And friend, nobody else can properly be called Jesus. 

Now God says, "I'm going to exalt the name which was given to Him when He came to 
earth above every other name." 

Now notice the fourth step of His exaltation: "Of things in heaven." 

And the fifth step: "And things in earth." 

And the sixth step: "And things under the earth." This verse is used by the 
Restitutionalists to support their theory that ultimately everybody will be saved. We had a 
spokesman for this cult in Los Angeles for many years. He made the statement that Judas 
Isacriot and the Devil would be walking down the streets of heaven together because 
ultimately all would be saved. Of course it was unfortunate that he used this verse 
because when you compare it with Colossians 1:20 , you see its true meaning. The subject 
in the Philippians passage is the lordship of Jesus. God has highly exalted Him, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee must bow, in heaven, in earth, and under the earth. That is, 
even hell will have to bow to Him because He is the Lord. He is God. But merely bowing 
does not imply salvation. Colossians 1:20 is not talking about lordship, but about Christ's 
reconciling work, His redemptive work. And what was reconciled? What was redeemed? 
Was hell included? No. The things under the earth are not mentioned here. Why? 
Because this verse is talking about redemption, and there is no redemption in hell. By 
putting these two verses together it is clear that those in hell who bow to Jesus are merely 
acknowledging His lordship. "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth." 

Here now is the seventh and final step of Christ's exaltation: 



And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father f Phil. 2:11 1. 

Every tongue shall "confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." That doesn't mean that every 
tongue will confess Him as Savior. It is interesting that even in hell they must recognize 
the lordship of Jesus, which will, I think, increase their anguish. 

I want to give a word of caution here. Be very careful about calling Jesus your Lord if He 
is not your Lord. He made the statement that many would call Him Lord, Lord, and even 
perform miracles in His name, yet He will say, "I never knew you" (see Matt. 7:21-23 ). 
My friend, you had better know Him as your Savior before you say He is your Lord. If 
He is your Savior, then you can become obedient to Him as your Lord. 

I don't even like to hear people sing, "What a Friend we have in Jesus." We have a friend 
in Him all right, but listen to the words of Jesus: "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you" ( John 15:14 , italics mine). We can call Him our friend if we do what He 
commands us to do. He is not our Lord unless we obey Him. 

Mind Of Paul -- Things Of Christ (2:12-18) 

We have been learning about the mind of Christ. We have seen it is not something which 
can be imitated. "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" can only happen 
by impartation. It is the work of the Spirit of God within us which will produce the fruit 
of meekness or humility in our lives. 

Now we are going to see the mind of Christ as it walked down the Roman roads. We will 
see it lived in Roman homes and in a Roman jail. We will see three examples given to us: 
the mind of Paul, the mind of Timothy, and the mind of Epaphroditus (pastor of the 
church at Philippi). In this heathen empire there were these three men who exhibited the 
mind of Christ and there may have been three million more, but these are the ones who 
are presented to us in this epistle. 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling r Phil . 2:12 1. 

"Salvation" in this verse is used, I believe, in a general sense. Paul is talking about 
working out their problems which they had in the church and working out the problems 
in their own Christian lives. He is not there to help them and is not sure that he ever will 
be there again because he is in a Roman prison. So he tells them to work out their "own 
salvation with fear and trembling." 

A preacher was reading this verse of Scripture in the morning service. A little girl 
whispered to her mother, "Mother, you can't work out salvation unless it has first been 
worked in, can you?" Now that is a very good question. The next verse answers it. 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure [ Phil. 2:13 1- 

So God works out that which He had worked in. If God has saved you, He has saved you 
by faith — plus nothing. God is not accepting any kind of good works for salvation. But 



after you are saved, God talks to you about your works. The salvation that He worked in 
by faith is a salvation He will work out also. 

Calvin expressed it this way: "Faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not alone." 
James states it like this: "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a 
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my faith by my works" ( James 2:17-18) . Only God can see the heart; 
He knows our true condition. He knows if I have saving faith; He knows if you have 
saving faith. But your neighbor can't see your faith. The only thing he can see is the 
works of faith. True faith will work itself out so that the people around us will be able to 
tell that we are different, that we are Christians. We don't need to wear a placard or some 
sort of symbol to identify ourselves as Christians. 

Paul will talk about that faith which will work itself out in the lives of the Philippian 
believers. 

Do all things without murmurings and disputings [ Phil. 2:14 1. 

Don't accept an office in the church or in the Sunday school if you have to grumble about 
doing it. That absolutely wrecks more Christian work than anything else. Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing. 

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world [ Phil. 2:15 1- 

Be like a light. When we go out at night we see the stars up there. When God looks down 
on this dark world, He sees those who are His own as little lights down here. The children 
sing "This Little Light of Mine." Well, my friend, that's exactly what it is. Paul says, 
"Among whom ye shine as lights in the world." As the stars are up there, we are down 
here. 

Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain [ Phil. 
2:16 1. 

Life and light are related. When we hold forth the Word of Life, we are lights in the 
world. Paul rejoices when he hears that the Philippian believers are manifesting their faith 
in good works. These believers were very close to the heart of Paul because they were his 
converts. 

Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I joy, and rejoice with you all [ Phil. 2:17 1. 

Here is one of the most wonderful verses in the entire Word of God. It pictures what the 
Christian life really should be. He is referring to one of the earliest offerings in the Old 
Testament. When we go back to Genesis 35:14 , we find that Jacob set up a pillar at Beth- 
el, "and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon." Then in the books 
of Leviticus and Numbers the sacrifices are described. We learned that there was a drink 
offering which was to be added to the burnt offering and the meal offering. It was never 
added to the sin offering or the trespass offering. It was a most unusual offering in that it 



had nothing to do with redemption; it had nothing to do with the person of Christ. They 
would bring in a skin of wine and just pour it on the sacrifice which was being consumed 
by fire. What happened to it? It would go up in steam and disappear. 

Paul is saying, "I want my life to be poured out like a drink offering on the offering of 
Christ." Paul knows that the Lord Jesus Christ made the supreme sacrifice. He wanted his 
life to be a drink offering — just poured out to go up in steam. He wanted to be so 
consumed and obscured that all that is seen is just Jesus Christ. He wanted Christ to 
receive all the honor and the glory. This was the mind of Paul. I can think of no higher 
wish for the Christian life. 

For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me r Phil ■ 
2:18 1. 

In other words, "If your life commends the gospel, my life is just poured out as a drink 
offering. Together we'll rejoice over this." It is a walk in humility. Only a person with the 
mind of Christ could be so poured out as a drink offering. How gloriously wonderful that 
is. 

Paul ends on a note of joy and rejoicing. Today we often rejoice over the wrong things. 
We need to rejoice over the fact that Jesus died for us and that we can serve Him. When 
we hear of someone whom God is using or hear of a wonderful church where people are 
being saved and built up in the faith, we ought to rejoice. If we are walking in humility, 
we will rejoice at the success of others. We have too much strife and vainglory. That was 
hurting the cause of Christ in Paul's day, and it still hurts the cause of Christ. The mind of 
Christ in the believer will bring joy and will bring glory to God. 

Mind Of Timothy -- Like-minded With Paul (2:19-24) 

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, 
that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state [ Phil. 
2:19 1. 

Timothy was Paul's spiritual son. Paul had great confidence in him. He could trust 
Timothy to care for the state of the Philippian believers. 

For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your 
state f Phil. 2:20 1. 

Here we have described the mind of Timothy, and we find that he is like-minded with 
Paul. Since he was like-minded with Paul, it means that he had the mind of Christ, and he 
was characterized by humility. We don't need a National Council or World Council of 
Churches to bring men together. In fact, we don't need any organization to bring them 
together. If they both have the mind of Christ, they are together. 

Timothy had been faithful to Paul. Sometimes a convert later turns against the person 
who led him to the Lord. This is like a child turning against a parent. Paul had had that 
happen to him, but Timothy was faithful to him. Paul was sending him to the Philippian 
believers because he could trust him. It is wonderful to have men like-minded with Christ 
so they can work together. 



For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's [ Phil. 
2:21 1. 

There were many others who were seeking their own glory. They wanted to make a name 
for themselves. Because they were seeking their own glory, they were willing to belittle 
Paul. 

How do you respect others who are standing for the Word of God today? When I hear a 
man of God being criticized, I recognize that somewhere there is strife and vainglory. 
The mind of Christ will not allow you to criticize another man who stands for Christ. 
Paul says, "I can't trust these other men." 

But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he 
hath served with me in the gospel f Phil. 2:22 1. 

People speak a lot about togetherness in our day. There can be no more togetherness than 
for two people to have the mind of Christ. They are together even though they may be 
miles apart. That is why there is such a bond between fellow Christians who have the 
mind of Christ. 

When a Christian young man and a Christian young lady fall in love, there is a 
togetherness that you cannot have in just a sexual marriage. A relationship that is simply 
physical can be bought on any street corner. But when a husband and wife have the mind 
of Christ, they are really together. There is no human ceremony that can bring two people 
together in that way. It is a glorious, wonderful relationship. 

Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how 
it will go with me. 

But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly f Phil. 
2:23-24 1. 

Paul wanted Timothy to be the one who would bring them the message about what was 
going to happen to him there in the prison. Paul had hopes that he would be released from 
prison. Tradition says that he was released from prison and had quite an itinerant ministry 
after this, although this is not recorded in Scripture. When the Christians were persecuted 
under Nero, naturally Paul, the leader, was brought back and executed. 

Mind Of Ephaphroditus - The Work Of Christ (2:25-30) 

Epaphroditus was another who had the mind of Christ. He and Paul and Timothy were 
together, brethren in the Lord, serving the Lord. Remember that he is the pastor of the 
church in Philippi. 

Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your 
messenger, and he that ministered to my wants f Phil. 2:25 1. 

Paul had founded the church at Philippi, but Epaphroditus was not jealous of Paul. Paul 
loved Epaphroditus because he had the mind of Christ and Paul could trust him. He calls 
him "my brother, and my companion in labour, and my fellowsoldier." Paul says, "He is 
my fellowsoldier — he fights with me. He doesn't stick a knife in my back when I'm 



away. He doesn't side with my enemies. He stands shoulder to shoulder with me for the 
faith." 

"But your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants." He was of practical help to 
Paul who is confined there in chains. 

For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that 
ye had heard that he had been sick f Phil. 2:26 1. 

This is almost humorous here. Epaphroditus got sick, and word was sent back to the 
church at Philippi that their own pastor was sick. He longed for them — he probably was a 
little homesick also. Then when he heard that the church back there was mourning for 
him because he was sick, he had a relapse because it hurt him that they were hurt because 
he was sick! There was sort of a vicious circle set in motion here. But it was good 
because it revealed the marvelous relationship between the church at Philippi and their 
pastor. 

In my conference ministry I speak in many churches, and I have learned that I can judge a 
church by its attitude toward a pastor who preaches and teaches the Word of God. When 
a deacon takes me aside and says, "Dr. McGee, we have a fine young pastor, and he is 
preaching the Word of God," this rejoices my heart. But sometimes a deacon takes me 
aside and says, "Say, how do we get rid of a pastor like we have? He is too opinionated, 
too dogmatic, and he wants to run things." I ask him, "Is he teaching and preaching the 
Word?" When the deacon's answer is, "Oh, yes, but we have had that all along," I can see 
that the Word has had no effect upon that man. If his feeling is shared by the church in 
general, that church is doomed. The rejection of a Bible-teaching preacher is the death 
knell of many churches across this land of ours. You see, the Devil has been very clever. 
He has shifted his attack from the Word of God itself to the man who teaches the Word of 
God. I find this is true across the length and breadth of our nation. The real test of a 
church is its attitude toward its pastor. 

Epaphroditus was greatly loved by his church, and that speaks well for the church in 
Philippi. 

For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on 
him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have 
sorrow upon sorrow f Phil. 2:27 1. 

Let me point out something here that you may not notice. Many sincere believers today 
hold the theory that Christians should not be sick, that they should trust God to heal them. 
Let me ask a question: Why didn't Paul heal Epaphroditus? He was so sick he almost 
died! You see, Paul and the other apostles had "sign gifts" because they did not have 
what we have today, a New Testament. When Paul started out with the gospel message, 
nothing of the New Testament had been written. Paul himself wrote 1 Thessalonians, the 
second book of the New Testament to be penned. When he went into a new territory with 
his message, what was his authority? He had no authority, except sign gifts, which 
included the gift of healing. But now Paul is nearing the conclusion of his ministry. You 
will remember that Paul had a thorn in the flesh which the Lord Jesus would not remove. 
Instead, He gave Paul the grace to bear it. Then you remember that Timothy had stomach 
trouble. If Paul had been a faith healer, why hadn't he healed Timothy? Actually, he told 



him to take a little wine for his stomach's sake. And in 2Timothy 4:20 he said that he had 
left Trophimus in Miletum sick. Why hadn't he healed him? And now Paul says he has 
this young preacher, Epaphroditus, with him, and he was so sick he almost died. Paul 
didn't heal him. Rather, he gives all the credit to God; he says that God had mercy on 
him. His healing came about in a natural sort of way. Paul made it a matter of prayer, and 
God heard and answered prayer. Why hadn't Paul used his gift of healing? Because at this 
late stage, even before the apostles disappeared from the scene, the emphasis was moving 
back to the Great Physician. 

You see, this epistle is emphasizing the mind of Christ, a humble mind. If I were a faith 
healer, I would be in the limelight; I would be somebody very great and very famous. But 
I'm not. The Lord Jesus is the Great Physician. When it was first discovered that I had 
cancer, I received a great number of letters advising me to go to this healer and that 
healer. No, I didn't go to anyone, my friend, except a very fine cancer specialist and the 
Great Physician. I had an appointment with Him and I told Him I wanted to live. I turned 
over my case to Him. And He gets the credit for what happened to me. 

So here is Paul the apostle toward the end of his ministry putting no emphasis on healing 
whatsoever. He has a sick preacher with him, but he does not exercise the gift of healing 
that he had. Why? Because Paul is shifting the emphasis where it should be, upon the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now Paul is sending Epaphroditus back to them. 

I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him 
again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful r Phil ■ 
2:28 1. 

Paul wants them to rejoice, not sorrow. "And that I may be the less sorrowful" — he was 
disturbed about the church in Philippi because it had been morning instead of rejoicing. 

Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such 
in reputation r Phil . 2:29 1. 

How gracious Paul was with this preacher from Philippi! A man like Epaphroditus should 
be respected and loved. 

And, my friend, we should respect the one who is teaching the Word of God. If he has a 
gift of teaching which God is using, both the gift and the individual should be respected. 
Our attention should be focused upon the Word of God. I just don't participate anymore 
in conventions and seminars that focus attention on problems — the drug problem, the 
alcohol problem, the sex problem, the youth problems, and the senior citizen problems — 
and offer psychological solutions for them. My friend, the problem is that we don't get 
back to the Word of God. It is the Word of God that reveals Christ and the mind of 
Christ. 

Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me [ Phil. 
2:30 1. 

Epaphroditus was doing the work of Christ. He had to have the mind of Christ to do that. 



It sends chills up and down my spine to read about these men. This is in the first century, 
at the time of the Roman Empire. The empire of Caesar Augustus moved out and took 
over the world. The law of Rome became supreme everywhere. There was no mercy 
shown to anyone, but there was law and order everywhere. There was not a power in that 
day that could protest against Rome. Then there went out this little man, Paul the apostle, 
and those who were like-minded with him, and they preached a gospel that there is a God 
of the universe who, through a redemption that He had wrought on a Roman cross, had 
provided mercy for mankind. Multitudes turned to the Lord Jesus in that day. 

Now I see this little man, Paul the apostle, chained to a Roman soldier. What is he doing? 
Well, he is witnessing for Christ, and he is rejoicing in the Lord. He has the mind of 
Christ. Also I see a fine young man, Timothy, walking in that pagan city. You say you 
cannot live for Christ in a godless society? Look at Timothy. He did pretty well. He had 
the mind of Christ. And then I take a look at Epaphroditus, a faithful pastor way up 
yonder in the city of Philippi — it was a Roman colony, but it was a pagan, heathen city. 
Epaphroditus had the mind of Christ. 

Then I look at Vernon McGee, and I say to him, Stop offering excuses in this day in 
which you are living! If these men could have the mind of Christ in the first century, 
today in the twentieth century right where we are now, you and I can have the mind of 
Christ. Not by imitation, but by yielding to Him, the Spirit of God can produce in our 
own lives the mind of Christ. Oh, how desperately this is needed in our day! 



Chapter 3 

THEME: Prize for Christian living; Paul changed his bookkeeping system of the past; 
Paul changed his purpose for the present; Paul changed his hope for the future 

We have seen the philosophy of Christian living: "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain" ( Phil. 1:21 ). We have seen the pattern for Christian living: "Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus" ( Phil. 2:5 ). Now we come to the prize for Christian living 
which is summarized in Paul's personal testimony: "I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" ( v. 14) . 

We will see in this chapter that Paul changed his bookkeeping system of the past, he 
changed his purpose for the present, and he changed his hope for the future. Paul believed 
that God was going to establish a kingdom on this earth; he never changed his view on 
that. But he did see that there is a marvelous, wonderful hope for believers in Christ — 
both Jew and Gentile — the day when Christ will take His own out of the world. 

Paul Changed His Bookkeeping System Of The Past (3:1-9) 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things 
to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe f Phil. 
Ill]- 

"Finally, my brethren" gives us the impression that Paul is coming to the conclusion of 
this epistle. He must have intended this to be a very brief thank-you note to the Philippian 
believers. But we are just midway in the epistle; so obviously the Spirit of God prompted 
him to go on. 



My wife reminded me in a conference some time ago that when I was speaking I said, 
"Let me say this to you in the final analysis, and then I'll be through" — then I went on 
talking another fifteen minutes. She said, "You weren't through at all." So I told her I was 
just being scriptural, that I was doing it the way Paul did it. 

His final message was going to be, "Rejoice in the Lord." I think that would still be his 
final message if he were here today. He has shown how three men — himself, Timothy, 
and Epaphroditus — all had the mind of Christ. They were able to rejoice even in sickness 
and imprisonment. The early church could rejoice amid the fires of persecution. 

Besides, Paul is saying that it has been no burden to him to write this letter. He has no 
burden on his heart such as there had been when he wrote to the Galatians and the 
Corinthians. The Philippians have been a great joy to him. Now he wants them to rejoice, 
too. Notice that it is actually a command: "Rejoice in the Lord." 

"To write the same thing to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe." It is 
safe for him to write to the Philippians. They were spiritually mature. They loved Paul, 
and he loved them. He felt close to them. So he says it is not grievous, or irksome, to 
write to them. It is safe for him to write to them because he knows they will understand. 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision 
r Phil. 3:2 1. 

"Beware of dogs." This is not a word of warning to the mailmen. I once had a dog that 
hated mailmen, and I don't know why. We changed mailmen several times during the 
period we had him, and he had the same attitude toward each of them. But Paul is not 
referring to animals in this verse. We will get some insight into this thinking by turning 
back to the prophecy of Isaiah, who warned against the false prophets of his day: "His 
watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber" ( Isa. 56:10) . Isaiah was warning the people 
against the false prophets who were attempting to comfort the people and were telling 
them that everything was fine instead of warning them of coming disaster. The northern 
kingdom had already gone into captivity because the false prophets had given them a 
false sense of security. God was warning the southern kingdom not to do the same thing. 
He was calling the false prophets "dumb dogs." They won't speak out. They won't tell it 
as it is. Dogs are those who are not declaring the full counsel of God. 

We have the same grave danger in our affluent society. Comfort is the word of the day. 
We look for comfortable places to stay when we are traveling. We enjoy all the creature 
comforts that we can afford. The desire for comfort has carried over into the church. 
There is a danger of just comforting the people of the congregation because that is what 
they would like to have coming from the pulpit. 

A prominent member of a congregation which I served left the church because he said I 
never gave him any comforting messages. I found out later that in his business he was not 
always ethical. In fact, some considered him very unethical. Frankly, he didn't need 
messages of comfort. He needed messages of warning. I think that was what he didn't 
like. It may be that he thought I knew something of his business dealings, which I 
absolutely did not know at the time. In fact, I have never preached a sermon at any 



individual in my life. I have tried to preach what the Word of God says. Often that is not 
a comforting message. 

When I went to see my doctor, I tried my best to be evasive with him. I told him that I 
knew someone who had the same trouble I did and he was given medicine and recovered. 
As he examined me, he said, "Dr. McGee, if you need medication, I will give it to you, 
but I don't think you need medication. You are in trouble." Well, that was not a 
comforting message! He told me candidly, "I'm going to tell you the truth, because if I 
don't, you will not have confidence in me. You have cancer." I have thanked him for that 
ever since. I wanted to hear the truth. Don't you want to hear the truth? 

In Isaiah's day there were a great many false prophets who were comforting the people 
when they should have been warning them. Isaiah likens the false prophets to dumb dogs. 
You see, a good sheep dog is constantly alert to danger. If a lion or a bear makes a foray 
into the flock, that dog will bark like mad and run it away if he can. He gives warning of 
the approach of any kind of danger. But the false prophets gave no warning at all. 
Therefore the southern kingdom had been lulled to sleep and resented Isaiah's effort to 
arouse them. 

America today is in the same position. We are going to sleep, my friend, under the 
comfortable blanket of affluence. We like the idea of comfort, of getting something for 
nothing, of taking it easy, of having a good day. My feeling is that somebody ought to do 
a little barking. 

So Paul warned, "Beware of dogs" - beware of men who are constantly comforting you 
and are not giving you the Word of God. 

"Beware of evil workers." This is another group that would actually abuse and use 
believers. They are not honest. 

"Beware of the concision" — he slurred the word circumcision and said concision. He is 
saying that they are no longer of the true circumcision, referring to the legalizers, those 
who were attempting to force Christians to keep the law of Moses for salvation and 
sanctification. 

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh [ Phil. 
3:3 1. 

"We are the circumcision." What does Paul mean by that? He makes it very clear at the 
end of the Epistle to the Galatians: "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature" ( Gal. 6:15) . The old circumcision is out. 
God is not looking for a mere external observance. True circumcision is of the heart. It is 
the new birth, a new heart attitude toward God. True circumcision is being in Christ. 

"And have no confidence in the flesh." We do not have confidence in our old nature. We 
trust Christ alone. We do not look to ourselves for salvation, nor can we live the Christian 
life in our old nature. It must be Christ in us. 

These legalizers would follow Paul in his missionary journeys. After he was gone, they 
would meet with the believers and say something like this: "Well, we know that brother 



Paul says we are to have no confidence in the flesh, that we are not to trust the rituals nor 
the sacrifices, and that the Law won't save us. He does well to say that, because he 
doesn't have very much to rest upon. He doesn't have the background in Judaism that we 
do. He says that because of his ignorance and the failure of his life to measure up to the 
requirements of the Law. So of course he has no confidence in the flesh." 

Now Paul is going to answer that. 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more 
r Phil. 3:4 1. 

Paul says, "If there is any person who could have confidence in the flesh, then I could 
have even more confidence." He is willing to stack his religious life against that of any 
man, and he knows that he could measure up to him and surpass him — "I more." 

Now he is going to list seven things in which he trusted at one time. This is religion. If 
anyone could have been saved by religion, Saul of Tarsus would have been the man. 

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee; 

Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless f Phil. 3:5-6 1. 

These are still things that people boast about today, but none of them can save you. 

1. "Circumcised in the eighth day." This is a basic rite of the Mosaic system. Well, of 
course he didn't get up out of the crib on the eighth day and go down to the temple or 
synagogue to have the circumcision performed. It means that his parents took him on his 
eighth day to be circumcised. He is making it clear that he had godly parents. They reared 
him according to the Mosaic Law. You will remember that the Lord Jesus also had godly 
parents who brought Him to the temple to be circumcised. 

One of the things that hurt me and held me back in my early ministry was the fact that I 
had not been brought up in a Christian home. My dad was a heavy drinker who would not 
darken the door of a church. He was very bitter and very prejudiced. He did make me go 
to Sunday school, and I thank God for that. But I never saw a Bible or heard a prayer in 
my home. When I went away to seminary, I did not know even the books of the Bible. I 
would meet other fellows who had been brought up in Christian homes. They seemed to 
know so much. I always felt deprived, felt that I had missed something. Well, Paul did 
not have this handicap. He could say, "I was circumcised on the eighth day," which 
means he had godly parents. 

2. "Of the stock of Israel." Probably many of the Judaizers were half-breeds; Paul was 
not. He was of the stock of Israel. I think you could have checked Paul's genealogy in the 
temple in that day. Paul had a genealogy, a background, and he knew he belonged. 

3. "Of the tribe of Benjamin." This is like saying that he belonged to the best family. 
Benjamin had been the favorite son of old Jacob. Rachel had given birth to Benjamin 
when she died, and she had called him "son of my sorrow," but Jacob had named him 



"son of my right hand." Rachel had been the bright spot in his life before Peniel, and 
when he had looked in the crib at little Benjamin, he had seen him as Rachel's son. 
Benjamin became his right hand, his walking stick, the one on whom he leaned. Also the 
first king of Israel came from the tribe of Benjamin. His name was Saul, and I have a 
notion that Saul of Tarsus was named after him. So Paul could say with pride that he 
came from the tribe of Benjamin. 

It is an advantage to be able to say, "My father was a minister of the Word of God," or, 
"My father was a layman who stood for the Word of God." On the other hand, sometimes 
it can work for a hindrance. I find people who say, "Dr. McGee, I was brought up in 
such-and-such a church; my grandfather was a founder of the church. There is even a 
window in the church dedicated to him. So I'll never leave that church." That can be a 
hindrance if the church has become liberal and the Word of God is no longer preached 
there. But for Paul, being of the tribe of Benjamin was a definite asset. 

4. "An Hebrew of the Hebrews." This means he was a leader. He was in the highest 
stratum of the religious circle. He was up at the top. 

5. "As touching the law, a Pharisee." The Pharisees represented the very best in Israel. 
They were a religious-political party, and their aim was to establish the kingdom. They 
had arisen sometime after or during the Captivity. They were fundamental. They believed 
in the integrity of the Scriptures; they believed in angels; they believed in the resurrection 
and in miracles. They were also extremely nationalistic in their politics. 

I think the reason they sent Nicodemus to see Jesus was because they thought, Here is a 
prophet come out of Galilee. If he will just let us hitch our wagon to his star, we'll go 
places because we know how to manipulate Rome. The Pharisees thought they could 
bring the kingdom by political manipulation. They wanted to establish the kingdom of 
God here upon this earth. Paul could say that he was a Pharisee. 

6. "Concerning zeal, persecuting the church." Paul thought he was doing God's will when 
he persecuted the church. The other Pharisees were willing to relax when they had run the 
Christians out of Jerusalem, but Paul was determined to ferret them out all over the 
world. That was his purpose on his way to Damascus at the time of his conversion. 

7. "Touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless." Notice that he does not 
say he was sinless or perfect; he says he was blameless. In Romans 7:7 Paul tells us his 
story: "... I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law 
had said, Thou shalt not covet." Paul does not claim sinless perfection. This 
commandment showed him his sin. 

Now if you break the commandment, "Thou shalt not steal," you'll have the evidence, or 
you may leave your fingerprints back at the scene of the crime. The same thing could be 
said about murder — you would have a corpus delicti on your hands. It is impossible to 
commit adultery without somebody else knowing about it. But you can covet and nobody 
would be the wiser. If Paul had kept quiet, we might think he had reached the place of 
sinless perfection, but he very frankly said he had not. He says that the Law "slew him." 



What he means by "touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless" is that he 
had brought the proper sacrifice for his sin to make things right before God. Paul was 
sincere. Regarding the Law, Paul was a supersaint. He had every right to say, "If any 
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more." 

These were the things that Paul had on the credit side of the ledger. It was such a big total 
that he felt all of these things commended him to God. He thought they were all credits to 
him. 

On the debit side of his ledger was a Person he hated. That was Jesus Christ. Out of his 
hatred Paul was trying to eliminate the followers of Jesus Christ. 

Then one day the Lord Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus, and Paul changed his 
whole bookkeeping system. What had been a debit became a credit, and what he had 
considered a credit became a debit. It was a complete revolution. 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ 
f Phil. 3:7 1. 

On the credit side of the ledger Paul had been adding up his background and his character 
and his religion. It seemed like an impressive list — and it was, on the human plane. 
Suddenly it all became a debit — he no longer trusted in those things because he met 
Jesus Christ. He had hated Him before and was on the way to Damascus to persecute His 
followers, but now the One on the debit side was moved to the credit side. He put his 
entire trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, my friend, if the bookkeeping system of this country were transformed like that, it 
would upset the economy of the world. It would be a revolution. Actually, any 
conversion is a revolution because what things are gain become a loss, and loss becomes 
gain. It turns you upside down and right side up. It gets you in an altogether different 
position. That is what conversion is. 

Now there is a time lapse between verses 7 and 8. 1 don't know the length of time, but I 
think it extends all the way through Paul's life from his conversion to the time he was 
writing this epistle. He had gone on his missionary journeys, and now he was in a prison 
in Rome. 

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ f Phil. 3:8 1. 

Paul's conversion was not just an experience of a moment. Conversion is not a balloon 
ascension. A great many people think that you can go down to some altar and have an 
experience, see a vision, and be carried to the heights — and that's it. Oh, my friend, 
conversion is something that stays with you. It is not for just a moment. Although it 
happens in a moment of time, it continues for a lifetime. And sanctification is not a great 
emotional experience; it is a daily walk in dependence upon God. 

Paul says that since that moment of his conversion he lives for Christ. He has suffered the 
loss of all things. Jesus Christ is uppermost in his thinking. The things that he used to 



consider most precious he now considers to be dung — that is strong language! He says he 
flushes his religion down the drain. He flushes away all the things he used to trust. Now 
he trusts the Lord Jesus and Him only for his salvation. 

I remember hearing Dr. Carroll say, "When I was converted, I lost my religion." A great 
many people need to lose their religion and find Jesus Christ as Paul did. He was so 
revolutionized that what had been his prized possession is now relegated to the garbage 
can! 

Paul goes on with a theological statement of what happened to him. 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith [ Phil. 3:91 . 

This is the verse that came to John Bunyan as he walked through the cornfields one night, 
wondering how he could stand before God. He said that suddenly he saw himself — not 
just as a sinner, but as sin from the crown of his head to the soles of his feet. He realized 
that he had nothing, and that Christ had everything. 

"Not having mine own righteousness" — his own righteousness, as he has made clear, is 
of the Law; that is, it is law-keeping. For example, he could boast of the fact that he kept 
the Sabbath day. But Paul now says to let no man judge you in respect of the Sabbath 
days (see Col. 2:16 ). My friend, I could boast of the fact that I preach so many times 
during the year and that I have a daily radio program, but these things count nothing for 
salvation. "Mine own righteousness" is a legal righteousness, and God has already 
declared that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in His sight (see Isa. 64:6 ), and 
God is just not taking in dirty laundry. However, He will take in dirty sinners, and He is 
the One who will clean them up. 

Paul had given up his claim to all of his own righteousness. 

When speaking at the Hollywood Christian group years ago, I recall a young couple who 
had been converted. They were talented kids and were really beautiful people. On the 
human side they had everything. They were called on to give a testimony before my 
message. They said that now that they had been converted they were going to use their 
wonderful talent for the Lord. So after I had finished teaching that night, I met with them 
over a cup of coffee. I said, "I have a question I would like to ask you that sort of bothers 
me. You made the statement that you have a wonderful talent to use for Jesus. I would 
like to know what it is. You danced in nightclubs, you sang in nightclubs, and you told 
stories in nightclubs. Do you think Jesus could use that?" Well, they said they hadn't 
thought of it like that. I said, "Look, when you come to Christ, you come as bankrupt 
sinners. You don't offer Him anything. You come with nothing. You are beggars. You 
have nothing; He has everything, and He offers it to you." 

Oh, my friend, let's get this verse into our thinking! "Be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith." 



"By faith" is the important word. That is the only way in the world you can get it. You 
can't work for it; you can't buy it; you can't steal it. You just trust Him. 

"The righteousness which is of God" came about because, when Christ died on the cross, 
He subtracted your sins, and He rose again from the dead for your justification, your 
righteousness. My friend, God can't even stand us in our unregenerate state. We are not 
attractive to Him! The very fact that He loved us and gave His Son for us is the most 
amazing statement ever made. We are accepted in the Beloved. 

Paul Changed His Purpose For The Present (3:10-19) 

Paul is no longer going to try to build up legal righteousness. He isn't going to see how 
religious and pious he can be or how much he can persecute the church. Since he has 
changed his bookkeeping system of the past, he is also going to change his purpose for 
the present. Listen to what he is going to do: 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death; 

If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead 
r Phil. 3:10-11 1. 

Some people get the impression that being saved by faith means there is no motivation 
for conduct and works. They think that if a person is saved by grace it must mean he just 
sits around and twiddles his thumbs. Nothing could be further from the truth. Saving faith 
is a faith that moves you. James said (and he is not talking about law-works but faith- 
works), "... shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my 
works" ( James 2:18) . My friend, if you have been saved, I want to see your works. If you 
don't have works, you are not saved! That is exactly what Paul is saying. If you have been 
saved by faith you have a new motivation, a new life purpose, a new life-style. If your 
faith in Christ hasn't changed you, you haven't been saved. You are still the same old man 
producing the same old life. Paul dissipates any notion that being saved by faith means 
you can sit in a rocking chair and rock yourself all the way to heaven. 

Paul exhibits an effort and an energy that is derived from the Holy Spirit, which is far 
greater than any legal effort. Under the Law, this man was willing to go to Damascus to 
stamp out the followers of Christ. Under the grace-faith system, he will go to the end of 
the earth to make followers of Christ and to witness for Him. Faith produces something. 
Let us be perfectly clear about this. Your works have nothing to do with your salvation. 
You are shut up to a cross for salvation. God has only one question for the lost sinner to 
answer: "What will you do with Jesus who died for you?" If you will accept Him as your 
Savior, you are saved by faith. That is the righteousness that comes only by faith. Even 
your life after salvation doesn't build up a righteousness that has anything to do with your 
salvation. Your faith in Christ is a motivation for you to live for God. That is the reason 
Paul went on to live as he did. 

I just do not understand people who are doing nothing for God. Some people say that 
they can't do anything. Well, to be very candid with you, you can help me or other Bible 
teachers get out the Word of God. I'm an old man, but I am not going to quit. I'm going to 



press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God. I have told God that if He 
would let me live, I'd get out His Word as long as I live. Oh, my friend, our faith in Christ 
gives a real motivation to work for Him! 

"That I may know him" — Paul at the end of his life still had the ambition to know Christ. 
Today some saints give me the impression that they have complete knowledge and they 
only need to polish their halo every morning and are ready to take off at any moment. Yet 
Paul, the greatest missionary the world has ever seen, said at the end of his life, "My 
ambition is still to know Christ — His person and the power of His resurrection." 

The greatest comfort in my life is the reality of Christ. I need the reality of Christ in my 
life - now don't point an accusing finger at me, because that's what you need also. 

"And the fellowship of his sufferings" — oh, how we need to know the fellowship of His 
sufferings! I was moved to tears by a letter from someone who, after reading our message 
on Psalm 22 , wrote, "Oh, I never knew how much Christ suffered for me!" My friend, I 
want to know the fellowship of His sufferings, I want to enter into them. To know Christ 
and His work of redemption will engage our attention for eternity. We are going to spend 
all eternity praising Him for that. If you are bored with it now, if you don't enjoy praising 
Christ now, I don't know why you should want to go to heaven. 

"If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead." When Paul uses the 
word if he is not expressing a doubt about his participation in the Rapture. Rather, he is 
affirming that he will have part in it with great joy. Paul did not expect to attain 
perfection in this life; therefore, he wanted to have full participation in the coming 
Rapture. When someone tells me that he does not believe in the Rapture, I wonder about 
his relationship to the person of Christ. Paul is saying, "My ambition, the thing I'm 
moving toward, is not only that I might know Him but that I might have a meaningful, 
joyous part in the 'out-resurrection,' which is the rapture of the church." The Old 
Testament saints are not to be raised until the end of the Great Tribulation Period (see 
Dan. 12:1-3) . The rest of the dead will not be raised until the end of the Millennium. 

Have you ever stopped to think what the coming of Christ really means? Most of us 
think, "Boy, it will get us out of this old world." Paul says, "It will get me into His 
presence." 

Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus f Phil. 3:12 1. 

The knowledge that he will not attain perfection does not deter Paul from moving in that 
direction. Perfection means complete maturity. Paul knew he had not arrived. He 
certainly agreed with Peter that we should "... grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . . ." ( 2Pet. 3:18 ). 

Now the next verse will give us the modus operandi of the life of Paul: 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before f Phil. 3:13 1. 



"I count not myself to have apprehended" — Paul is saying that he hadn't arrived. Oh, so 
many saints feel comfortable in their ignorance. They think they know it all. 

"This one thing I do." Talk about the simple life — if we could get the Christian life down 
to where we should have it, it would really be an uncomplicated life. Paul had whittled 
his life down to one point. 

"Forgetting those things which are behind." He is leaving the past behind with all his 
mistakes, not letting it handicap him for the future. The future — he lives in the present in 
the anticipation of the future when he will grow and develop. (Someone has well said that 
today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.) 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus f Phil. 3:14 1. 

"I press toward the mark for the prize." Paul likens himself to a track star, running for a 
prize. We must remember that Paul had witnessed the Olympic Games — at least, he had 
every opportunity to do so. There was a great amphitheater in Ephesus which seated one 
hundred thousand people, and the Olympic Games were held there at times. Paul was 
living in Ephesus for three years, and it is difficult for me to believe that he hadn't seen 
the games, especially since he used so many figures of speech that were taken form those 
athletic events. 

"The prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" — the prize is not some earthly 
reward but it is to be caught up and be in the presence of Christ. "The high calling of 
God" is sometimes translated "the upward call of God." We are going to be in His 
presence. We are going to be like Him. These are things that Paul says are out yonder in 
the future for him. 

Now let's be clear on one thing: we don't run for salvation. Salvation is not the prize. 
Either we have Christ or we don't have Him. We either trust Him or we don't trust Him. 
The only way we can have salvation is through faith in Christ. It is a gift. A gift is 
different from a prize. The wonderful folk on our radio staff presented me with a birthday 
gift. Somebody said, "We have a gift for you, Dr. McGee," and handed a box to me. I 
believed them and I took it. I didn't put my hands behind my back and say, "Well, I'm not 
sure you really mean business. I am not sure that you intend to do this for me." I just 
accepted it and thanked them for it. I didn't have to run a race to win it; I didn't have to 
work for it. It was a gift. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not of works, lest any man should boast" ( Eph. 2:8-9 ). 
Salvation is not won at a race. Salvation is a gift which is accepted. 

Now Paul, after receiving eternal life, is out running for a prize. Christ became 
everything to him, and he is running a race that he might win Christ. In what way? Well, 
someday he is going to appear in His presence. His whole thought is: "When I come into 
His presence, I don't want to be ashamed." John said that it is possible to be ashamed at 
His appearing: "And now, little children, abide in him, that, when he shall appear, we 
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming" ( Uohn 2:28) . There 
are a great many Christians today talking about wishing Christ would come, who, if they 
really knew what it will mean to them, would probably like to postpone it for a while. If 



you think that you can live a careless Christian life and not have to answer for it, you are 
entirely wrong. One of these days you will have to stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ to give an account of the way you lived your life. I suggest that you get down on 
the racecourse and start living for Him. 

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in 
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto 
you r Phil. 3:15 1. 

"As many as be perfect" — what does he mean by that? I think I can illustrate this by my 
orange trees. My three orange trees are loaded with fruit this year. Some of the oranges 
are still green, but for this particular time of year, they are perfect. They are perfect 
oranges. But if you come and see me in a month, they will not be perfect oranges if they 
stay just like they are now. You see, when Paul says "perfect," he means arriving where 
one should be in maturation. Another illustration would be that of a baby. Suppose we 
have a baby here seventeen months old. My, what a wonderful baby he is — he wins a 
blue ribbon. But if you see him seventeen years later and he is still saying, "Da-da," there 
is something radically wrong. Maturation is the thought Paul has in mind. He is saying 
this: "Let us, therefore, as many as are complete in Christ, who are growing normally in 
Christ, let us be thus minded." In other words, have the same mind as Paul. Get out on the 
racetrack with Paul and press on toward the same goal. 

"And if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you." 
Maybe you have some other idea, and maybe God does have something else for you to 
do. If you are willing to do it, He will show it to you. God is able to lead a willing 
believer. You may remember that the psalmist told us not to be like the horse and the 
mule that must have a bridle in his mouth in order to be led. If God must lead you around 
like that, it will hurt. Why not let Him lead you by His eye? That is the way He would 
like to do it. This is what Paul is talking about — "God shall reveal even this unto you." 
God will reveal His will to you if you want to be led. I hear Christians say, "If only I 
knew the will of God." It's a matter of being in touch with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
matter of drawing close to Him. It is a willingness to do His will when He shows it to 
you. There is no little formula for discovering the will of God. One cannot live a careless 
life and expect a vision or an angel or some green light to appear to show the way to go in 
a crisis. Knowing the will of God comes through a day-by-day walk with Him and a 
willingness to be led by Him. This will keep you on the right route through life, and it 
will be a great joy to your heart. 

Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same thing [ Phil. 3:16 1- 

Paul is encouraging the Philippian believers to get out on the racetrack. He wants them to 
press on for the prize — the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Then he goes on to give himself as an example. 

Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk 
so as ye have us for an ensample [ Phil. 3: 17 1. 



I wish I could say that. I can't, but Paul could. He says, "If you want to know how to do 
it, watch me." This is not to be an imitation. What he means is that you learn to share the 
power of Christ in the body of Christ, the church. 

I believe it is proper for a believer to function within a Christian organization, a church. It 
doesn't have to be a building with a tall steeple on it. Many folk think they must go to a 
certain type of building. That is not necessary. You can function within a Christian 
organization. My feeling is that if there is a good Bible church in your community where 
the Word of God is given out, you are out of the will of God if you are not identified with 
it. If there is a good Christian organization in your town through which God is working, 
and you are not supporting it, I think you are out of the will of God. This, I believe, is 
what Paul means here and what he says elsewhere. 

Now Paul discusses the negative side. 

(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 

Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) [ Phil. 3:18-19 1- 

This is as severe a condemnation as you can find of those who profess to be Christians. 
They claim to be Christian, yet they contradict their profession by their lives. Their God 
is their belly — that's an awful thing! This means that they are led by their appetites. 
Some professing Christians have an appetite for money. They will do most anything for 
the almighty dollar. Others have such an appetite for sex that it becomes actually their 
god. Others covet — that is the cause of much of the strife and vainglory. The basic cause 
of it is that they have their hearts and minds on earthly things. They live for self and self 
only, and they actually glory in this. They are proud of what they should be ashamed. 

Paul is saying that if you have trusted Christ, if you have had that kind of revolution that 
happened to him on the Damascus road, if Christ is the all-absorbing thinking of your 
mind and your time and your talent and your possessions, then this will tell in your life. 
James put it like this: "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a 
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my faith by my works" ( James 2:17-18) . In other words, my friend, 
if you haven't any works you are not going to convince your neighbor. He will judge your 
faith by your works. As Calvin said, "Faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not 
alone." Some folk feel that the statement "whose God is their belly" is crude. Well, the 
statement is not crude, but the condition it speaks of is certainly crude. How tragic it is to 
see Christians who are given over to the passing things of this world, who "mind earthly 
things." 

Paul Changed His Hope For The Future (3:20-21) 

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ f Phil. 3:20 1. 

A better translation for "conversation" is citizenship. It means the total way of life; it 
means a new life-style. An even better translation is that made by Mrs. Montgomery: 
"For our city home is in heaven." Probably that is closer to what Paul is saying. The 



Greek word for "conversation" is politeuo, meaning "to act as a citizen." The city of 
Philippi was a Roman colony. In Philippi the laws of Rome were enforced. The people 
wore the same kind of styles that were worn in Rome. They spoke Latin. Everything in 
Philippi was like Rome because it was a colonial city. 

Today, believers, collectively called the church, should be a colony of heaven, and they 
ought to act like they act in heaven and speak the language of heaven. Unfortunately, this 
is not always the case, but it should be our goal. Paul is saying that we are ambassadors 
of Christ here on this earth; we are to represent heaven and heaven's message here upon 
earth today, because "our citizenship is in heaven." 

"From whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." Paul expresses the 
hope of the believer on the high plane of praise to God. It is the joyful anticipation of His 
return. 

The hope of the believer in the New Testament is never the Great Tribulation Period. 
After he says our citizenship is in heaven, he says that from there "we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." He doesn't say anything about going through the Great 
Tribulation Period, which will be a time of judgment, and the church is delivered from 
judgment. Believers will not go through the Great Tribulation any more than Enoch went 
through the Flood. Many folk maintain that the Lord can preserve the church through the 
Great Tribulation. Yes, He can; God kept Noah in a boat through the Flood, but He took 
Enoch out of the world. There will be two groups of people who will be His during the 
Great Tribulation Period. One will be taken out, as He says to the church in Philadelphia: 
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" 
( Rev. 3:10 ). The other group will be going through the Great Tribulation. There will be a 
great company of Gentiles and there will be 144,000 of Israel who will go through the 
Great Tribulation Period because they are to be sealed by God. 

Let me digress to say that the teaching that the church is to go through the Great 
Tribulation is becoming increasingly absurd to me. The advocates of this theory maintain 
that there is not a verse in Scripture that says the church will not go through the Great 
Tribulation. While it is true that it doesn't say it in those words, neither is there a verse in 
Scripture that has anything to say about the church not doing other things. For instance, I 
am confident that we are all going to have a position, a job to do , throughout eternity, but 
Scripture does not go into detail on that sort of thing. However, Scripture is very clear on 
the fact that the church has a glorious, wonderful hope for the future. It seems to many of 
us that it is tissue-thin between where we are now and the Rapture of the church. 
However, Scripture does not tell us when Christ will come. Apparently Paul felt that 
during his lifetime the Lord could come, and there is no record of Paul's expecting to first 
go through the Great Tribulation. He experienced a lot of trouble during his life, but he 
never interpreted that as the Great Tribulation. With a note of glad expectancy Paul says, 
"For our conversation [citizenship] is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" — after we go through the real Tribulation? It doesn't say 
that in my Bible. Nowhere does it say the church is going through the Great Tribulation, 
my friend. Paul's joyful expectancy makes it very clear that he was looking for Christ's 
return, not for the Great Tribulation. 



Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself [ Phil. 3:21 1. 

"Our vile body" might be better translated "body of humiliation" or "body of corruption." 
It means that He shall change our earthly body. This body that we have is an earthly 
body, subject to all kinds of limitations. It is adapted to this earth. We are not naturally 
equipped to go up into space. Our bodies are earthly bodies. 

"That it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body." These bodies are corruptible 
bodies. One of these days you and I will move out of these bodies. We will leave them 
because they are corruptible. They are going to be changed — I'd like to trade mine in 
right now — "fashioned like unto his glorious body." It will be a body like the one the 
Lord Jesus had after His resurrection. It will be a glorified body. Paul speaks of it in his 
letter to the Corinthians: "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ..." ( ICor. 
15:51-52) . The point is that it will be sudden — when the trumpet shall sound. 

While I am dealing with misinterpretations of this passage, let me say that some folk 
assume that one of the angels spoken of in the Book of Revelation is to blow this trumpet. 
However, the one blowing the trumpet is not indicated here. The Book of Revelation 
deals with Israel. In the Old Testament we read that Israel was moved on the wilderness 
march by the blowing of two silver trumpets. Israel is accustomed to trumpets; we are 
not. Perhaps you are remembering that the "last trump" is mentioned in connection with 
the Rapture in 1 Thessalonians: "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ..." ( TThess. 4:16 ). 
Notice it is the trump of God. Whoever turned it over to Gabriel and said Gabriel will 
blow his horn? I question if Gabriel even owns a horn. It is the Lord who will descend 
with the voice of an archangel and the trump of God. Both speak of the dignity and the 
majesty of that shout of His. His voice will be penetrating and awe-inspiring. Listen to 
the way John describes the voice of the glorified Christ: "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet" ( Rev. 1:10 ). And when he turned 
to see who was speaking, he saw the glorified Christ. It was His voice that John heard. 
There are no trumpets connected with the church. 

Today Christ's word to us is this: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me" ( Rev. 3:20 ). It is His invitation to the evening meal — the last call for dinner. It is an 
invitation to come to Him before the night of the Great Tribulation falls. When the door 
is opened, there will go from this earth a group of people who have been put on the 
launching pad of faith — and they won't go through the Great Tribulation Period. May I 
say to you that those who expect the church to go through the Tribulation have, in my 
judgment, the flimsiest theory that is abroad, yet there are many intelligent men who hold 
this view. However, I find that these men spend more time with philosophy and 
psychology and history and related subjects than they do with the study of the Word of 
God. 



"Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body." 
This is exactly the same thought that John had: "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" ( Uohn 3:2 ). Christ hasn't appeared yet, 
but when He appears, we shall be like Him. Notice the high hope, the expectancy and 
excitement, the great anticipation of Christ's return. (There is not the slightest suggestion 
that either Paul or John expected to first go through the Great Tribulation Period.) 

Paul had a hope for the future. What is your hope for the future? The Great Tribulation 
Period? My friend, if that is your prospect, you are about as hopeless as the man who has 
no hope! 

Taking a trip recently to the Hawaiian Islands, instead of flying the direct route, we came 
in from the north. The reason the pilot gave us was that there was a storm front on the 
southern route, and he skirted it, although it made us about thirty minutes late. I 
appreciated the fact that he went around the storm. It used to be that a pilot would say, 
"There is a storm front ahead of us, and we are going to have turbulence for the next 
thirty minutes." I didn't look forward to that — it was no blessed hope for me! But it 
surely is nice to have him say we are taking another route so we will miss the storm. And 
the Lord says to the church, "We're going to miss the storm, the Great Tribulation." My 
friend, you can twist it around to suit your own theory, but that is what He says. "For our 
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ." That was Paul's hope for the future, and it is our hope. 



Chapter 4 

THEME: Power for Christian living; joy — the source of power; prayer — the secret of 
power; contemplation of Christ — the sanctuary of power; in Christ — the satisfaction of 
power 

We have seen the philosophy of Christian living, the pattern for Christian living, the prize 
for Christian living, and now we shall see the power for Christian living. All the others 
would be meaningless and useless if there were no power for them. A philosophy of life 
is no good unless there is power to carry it out. A pattern is no good unless there is power 
supplied to have that pattern in our own lives. A prize is no good if we cannot achieve the 
goal. Therefore, power is all important. 

I would think one of the reasons that the Spirit of God did not let Paul end this epistle 
when he wrote in Phil 3:1 , "Finally, my brethren," was because He wanted to let us know 
today that there is power for Christian living. We need to know that we can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens us. 

We will find in this chapter that joy is the source of power; prayer is the secret of power; 
and contemplation of Christ is the sanctuary of power. 

Joy — The Source Of Power (4:1-4) 

Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and 
crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved f Phil. 4:1 1. 



"My joy and crown" — you see, they were going to be in the presence of Christ someday, 
and Paul expected to receive a crown for winning these folks to the Lord. Also they were 
his joy down here. Oh, how he loved these believers in Philippi! 

"So stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved." And, as Paul said to the Ephesian 
believers, "... take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand" ( Eph. 6:13) . The Christian faith will 
produce stability of life. 

I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the 
same mind in the Lord [ Phil. 4:2 1. 

Now he comes to the only problem in the Philippian church. There was a ripple on the 
surface, but it was not serious. Paul doesn't even mention it until near the end of his letter. 
Apparently these two ladies were not speaking to each other. We have already seen this 
when he admonished the Philippian believers to be of the same mind in the Lord. He did 
not mean they must be carbon copies of each other. They may have differences of 
opinion about many different things, but that will not separate two people who have the 
mind of Christ. It is one of the glorious truths about the body of Christ that each member 
can be different and yet all are one in Christ. 

And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which 
laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other 
my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the book of life [ Phil. 
4i3]. 

It is apparent that women occupied a prominent place in the early church, and for a 
woman to be prominent was unusual in that day. 

Now that I am no longer a pastor I can say this (I always said it reluctantly or very 
carefully before): I believe that the reason women become preachers is because women 
have not been given their proper place in the church. The office of deaconess, even if it 
exists in the church, is treated very lightly. I believe that is an important office and should 
be recognized as such. The more I study the Word of God, the more I am convinced of 
this. Paul plainly said that "those women . . . laboured with me in the gospel." 

"With Clement also" — here is a believer over in Philippi whom we haven't met before. 

"With other my fellow-labourers" — apparently there was a great company of believers in 
Philippi "whose names are in the book of life." That was the important thing: their names 
are in the Book of Life. 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice r Phil . 4:4 1. 

This is a commandment to a Christian, a believer. Rejoice in the Lord always. That 
means regardless of the day, whether it is dark or bright, whether it is difficult or easy, 
whether it brings problems and temptations or clear sailing on cloud nine. We are 
commanded to rejoice. He repeats it, in case we missed it the first time: "again I say, 
Rejoice." Joy is something we cannot produce ourselves; it is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. 



There is no power in a Christian's life if he has no joy. One who does not experience the 
joy of the Lord has no power at all. 

After Nehemiah had finished building the wall of Jerusalem, they set up a pulpit at the 
Water Gate, and there Ezra read from the Scriptures from morning until midday. These 
people had come out of captivity in Babylon. Most of them had never in their lives heard 
the Word of God. It overwhelmed them. They began to mourn and to weep. So Nehemiah 
said, "Wait a minute — you're not to weep! This is a great day. You are to share in the 
blessings, the physical blessings, that God has given to you, and God wants you to enjoy 
them." God has given to us richly all things to enjoy, and to enjoy means to rejoice. 
That's your strength, that's your power. You can't be a Christian with power without joy - 
- that's what gets up the steam. Joy is the source of power. 

Let me illustrate this because it is something that the world has taken over. In fact, the 
commercial world has made it rather hypocritical. A successful salesman is a very happy 
fellow. You have never gone into a store to buy something and had the salesperson weep 
on your shoulder when you asked about a certain product! Of course not. He begins to 
smile and say how wonderful the item is. How far would the Fuller brush man get if he 
were a sad little fellow who went around weeping at every door? Believe me, he doesn't 
use that approach. 

The Fuller brush man calls at our house on Saturdays. He is not a sorrowful fellow by any 
means. I don't know whether he is having trouble at home or not, but he sure radiates joy. 
One Saturday morning my wife had gone to the market, and from my study window I 
saw him coming. I thought, I'll ignore him because I'm busy, and I'm not going to fool 
with brushes today. So he came and pushed the doorbell. I let him push it. He pushed it 
two or three times. I thought, He'll leave now. But he didn't leave. He knew somebody 
was in the house, so he just put his thumb down on the doorbell and held it. Finally in 
self-defense I had to go to the door. When I opened the door, I expected him to be a little 
irritated because I had made him wait. But no, he was happy about it. Everything pleased 
him. He greeted me joyfully, "Dr. McGee, I didn't expect to see you today!" With a scowl 
I said, "My wife has gone to the market. She'll see you the next time you are around." But 
that wasn't enough for him. I do not know how he did it, but in the next ten seconds he 
was in the living room and I was holding a little brush in my hand. Then I couldn't order 
him out — he'd given me a little brush. And so I stood there listening to his sales pitch. 
When he had finished, I said, "Now look, I don't buy brushes and I don't need one. My 
wife generally buys from you, and she'll probably buy next time, but I haven't time to 
look at them. I'm busy this morning." So he thanked me and started down the walkway 
whistling! You would have thought I had bought every brush he had! I met a man who 
trains Fuller brush salesmen, and I told him about this experience. He said that they were 
so instructed; they are trained to radiate joy. 

Now I do not know if that Fuller brush man was happy or not, but a child of God ought to 
have real joy, the joy of the Lord, in his life. 

The world spends a great deal of money trying to produce joy, which they call happiness. 
Comedians are millionaires because they tell a few funny stories. People shell out the 
money to hear them. Why? Because they want to laugh. They are trying to find a little 



happiness as they go through life. The child of God who goes through life with a sour 
look and a jaundiced approach to this world will never have any power in his life. 
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice." 

The world tries to work up joy in another way. They call it the happy hour or attitude 
adjustment hour. They spend a couple of hours drinking and hope it will help them 
overcome the problems of life and give them a little happiness. I have watched the folk 
who go in there, and none of them look happy when they go in. In an hour or two when 
they come out, I can't see that there has been any improvement. But they have had a 
"happy hour." A great many people are trying to compensate for the inadequacies in their 
own lives in that manner. 

I have thought it would be nice if churches could have an attitude adjustment hour. Here 
comes Mrs. Brown. She has just heard some choice gossip during the week, and she can 
hardly wait to spread it around in the church. Wouldn't it be wonderful to take her into an 
attractive room and have a cup of coffee with her and get her into a sweet mood of 
rejoicing in the Lord so she would not go around spreading her gossip? Here comes 
Deacon Jones, breathing fire like a dragon because something doesn't suit him. It would 
be nice to take him to that room and help him recover his cool so he could go in and 
enjoy the sermon. We need an attitude adjustment hour, a happy hour, in the church. 
Frankly, the Devil has gotten in his licks — he has made folk believe they can't have fun 
going to church, and I think they can. I think it ought to be a joyful place and a place of 
power. 

Sometimes prayer meetings are called the hour of power. Well, that is nice, but we need 
to get back to the source of the power, which is joy. In our prayer meetings, before we 
ask God for something else, let's pray that He'll give us joy in our lives. There was a little 
song we used to sing at summer Bible schools (which I used to conduct as a young 
preacher) with these words: 

Down in the dumps I'll never go; 

That's where the Devil keeps me low. 

That song has a sound theological message, because this is exactly what the Devil tries to 
do. He attempts to take away our joy because it is the source of power. 

Prayer — The Secret Of Power (4:5-7) 

Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand 
f Phil. 4:5 1. 

Matthew Arnold, in one of his delightful essays, interprets it this way: "Let your sweet 
reasonableness be known unto all men." I like that. We need to be reasonable believers, 
not bigots in our faith. Of course we ought to have deep convictions, but we should not 
be given to bigotry or riding a hobbyhorse — always emphasizing some little point. What 
we need to do is emphasize the big point — we do have one — the big point is the person 
of Christ. If we are going to ride a hobbyhorse, let Him be the hobbyhorse. "Let your 
sweet reasonableness be known unto all men." 



"The Lord is at hand." Paul believed that the Lord Jesus would come at any moment. He 
was not expecting to enter the Great Tribulation; he says, "The Lord is at hand." That's 
quite wonderful! 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God r Phil. 4:6 1. 

"Be careful for nothing" is sometimes translated: Be anxious for nothing, or not overly 
anxious. The fact of the matter is that Paul seems to be making a play upon two indefinite 
pronouns: nothing and everything. Let me give you my translation, which I call the 
McGee-icus Ad Absurdum. It goes like this: "Worry about nothing; pray about 
everything." Prayer is the secret of power. 

"Worry about nothing." In verse 4 we were given one of the new commandments God 
has given us: Rejoice. Now here is another commandment: Worry about nothing; pray 
about everything. 

Nothing is a very interesting word. If you have something, it's not nothing — that is not 
correct grammar, but it is an accurate statement. Nothing is nothing, and you are to worry 
about nothing. Does this mean we are to look at life through rose-colored glasses, that we 
are not to face reality? Are we to believe that sin is not real, that sickness is not real, that 
problems are not real? Are we to ignore these things? No. Paul says that we are to worry 
about nothing because we are to pray about everything. Nothing is the most exclusive 
word in the English language. It leaves out everything. "Worry about nothing." I confess 
that this is a commandment I sometimes break — I worry. 

But the reason we are to worry about nothing is because we are to pray about everything. 
This means that we are to talk to the Lord about everything in our lives. Nothing should 
be left out. Some years ago, I am told, a dowager in Philadelphia came to Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan with this question, "Dr. Morgan, do you think we should pray about 
the little things in our lives?" Dr. Morgan in his characteristically British manner said, 
"Madam, can you mention anything in your life that is big to God?" When we say that we 
take our big problems to God, what do we mean? They are all little stuff to Him. And 
what we call little He wants us to bring to Him also. As believers we need to get in the 
habit of bringing everything to Him in prayer — nothing excluded. When I go on a trip in 
my car and it involves several hours of driving, I invite the Lord Jesus to go along with 
me. I talk to Him and tell Him everything about Vernon McGee, things I wouldn't tell 
you or anyone else. I tell Him everything. I think we ought to learn to do that. We ought 
to pray about everything. 

Let me share with you an admonition by Fenelon, one of the mystics of the Middle Ages, 
which seems to encompass what Paul meant when he said, "Pray about everything." 

Tell God all that is in your heart, as one unloads one's heart, its pleasures and its pains, to 
a dear friend. Tell Him your troubles, that He may comfort you; tell Him your joys, that 
He may sober them; tell Him your longings, that He may purify them; tell Him your 
dislikes, that He may help you to conquer them; talk to Him of your temptations, that He 
may shield you from them; show Him the wounds of your heart, that He may heal them; 



lay bare your indifference to good, your depraved tastes for evil, your instability. Tell 
Him how self-love makes you unjust to others, how vanity tempts you to be insincere, 
how pride disguises you to yourself as to others. 

If you thus pour out all your weaknesses, needs, troubles, there will be no lack of what to 
say. You will never exhaust the subject. It is continually being renewed. People who have 
no secrets from each other never want subjects of conversation. They do not weigh their 
words, for there is nothing to be held back; neither do they seek for something to say. 
They talk out of the abundance of the heart, without consideration, just what they think. 
Blessed are they who attain to such familiar, unreserved intercourse with God. 

For many years I have carried this quotation in my Bible, and every now and then I take 
it out and read it. 

Maybe you think it sounds very pious when I am willing to testify that I take my burdens 
to the Lord in prayer. I must confess that after I spread everything out before Him, when I 
finish praying, I pick it all right back up, put the problems back on my shoulders, and 
start out with the burden again. That is my problem. The Lord wants us to trust Him so 
that we worry about nothing, pray about everything. I wish I could say to you that I'm as 
free as the bird in the trees, free as the bees gathering honey. That's the way He wants us 
to be. 

We have a mockingbird in our yard. He gets my fruit, but I feel it is right for me to pay 
him something for the song he sings for me in the night. Now, actually, he isn't singing 
for me. I don't think he cares much whether I hear him or not. But he has a mate sitting 
on some eggs, and it would be a pretty boring job to sit on a bunch of eggs. So this 
mockingbird sings to his wife all during the night. The other morning I awakened around 
two o'clock, and my, how he was singing to her! How lovely. While sitting outside on my 
patio I noticed this mockingbird. He looked at me with disdain, flew right over to my 
apricot tree and started to eat apricots. He never asked me for permission to eat. He is 
free. He doesn't worry about finding something to eat. He knows those apricots will be 
there for him. My friend, do we really trust God like that? Worry about nothing and pray 
about everything. 

"With thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." Paul never lets prayer 
become a leap in the dark. It rests on a foundation. "So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God" ( Rom. 10:17) . Prayer rests on faith, and faith rests on the 
Word of God. Now he says that when you go to God with a request, thank Him. Thank 
Him right then and there. 

I know some commentators who interpret this to mean that when you get your answer to 
your prayer, you are to go back and thank God. Well, that's not what Paul said. Paul was 
able to express himself in the most versatile language which has ever been in the world, 
the Greek language, and he was able to say what he wanted to say. What he says is that 
when you make your requests, right there and then you are to thank God for hearing and 
answering your prayer. 

Now perhaps you are thinking, But maybe God won't answer my prayer. I have many 
unanswered prayers. My Christian friend, I do not believe that you have unanswered 



prayers, and I think you ought to be ashamed of yourself for saying that you have a 
heavenly Father who won't hear and answer your prayers. You may have prayed for a 
certain thing and didn't get it, but you did get an answer to your prayer. 

Let me illustrate this with a very homely illustration. My dad was not a Christian, but he 
was a good dad. He ran a cotton gin, and the machine would always be running. I would 
go in there when I was a little fellow and ask for a nickel for candy. He would reach 
down in his pocket and give me a nickel. One time I asked him for a bicycle. He said he 
couldn't afford it, and the answer was "No." I can tell you today that I never made a 
request of him that he didn't hear and answer. Most of the time the answer was no. 
Actually, my dad's no was more positive than his yes. His no ended the discussion. In 
fact, I have never understood young folk today who keep on arguing with their parents 
after the parents have handed down a decision. When my dad said, "No," that was the end 
of the discussion. I have learned now that the wise reply to most of my requests was no, 
although I did not think so at the time. But the fact is that he gave an answer to my every 
request. 

God has a lot of spoiled children. When He says no to them, they pout and say, "I have 
unanswered prayers." You don't have unanswered prayers. God always hears and answers 
your prayers. 

You can take anything to God in prayer, the big things and the 
little things. How can you sort them out? They are all little things 
to God. Let me give you another homely illustration. At the time of 
the building of the Panama Canal, after two or three failures, 
when the successful project was under way they wanted to go 
right through with it, and so the crew had no vacations. To 
compensate for it, the workers' families were sent down to be 
with them. So a certain young engineer, his wife and little son 
were sent down. Because of the danger of malaria, they were put 
out on a houseboat. Every afternoon that young engineer could be 
seen rowing himself out to the houseboat. One evening he had 
those long blueprints all spread out while his little son with his 
toy wagon was playing at his feet. Suddenly the child began to 
cry. A wheel had come off his wagon. The little fellow had worked 
with it and tried his best to put it back, but it was a hopeless 
project for him. Now would you think that the dad would shush 
him and put him out of the room ~ maybe tell the mother to come 
and get him because he was disturbing his work? No. He just laid 
aside the blueprints of that great canal, picked up his little boy 
and asked him what was the matter. The youngster held up his 
wagon in one hand and the wheel in the other. The father took the 
wheel and put it on the wagon with just one twist of the wrist. He 
kissed away the little fellow's tears and put him back on the floor 
where he played happily. He was a good fathe 



Now, my friend, it is God who put that father instinct deep down in the human heart of 
man because He is a compassionate Father. When a wheel comes off your wagon, it may 
look like an impossible problem to you, but He will hear and answer your cry. If He says 
no, it is because that is the best answer you could have. After I lost my human father, I 
lived several years before I turned to God and found that I had a heavenly Father. I 
learned that I can go to Him with my requests, and He answers me, as my human father 
used to do. And many times His answers are no. 

When I was a young pastor in Texas, just married, I went to a certain city to candidate in 
a church. It was considered a strategic, outstanding church. After I'd preached twice that 
Sunday, I was given a call by the church. Then later they had to come back and tell me 
that the denomination would not permit them to call me. As I said, it was a strategic 
church and they needed a church politician there — which I was not. I didn't go into the 
ministry for that purpose. But I felt that the Lord had made a great mistake by not letting 
me go to that church as pastor. Several years ago Mrs. McGee and I went by that church 
just to see it. It had gone into liberalism. Things have happened there that I'll not mention. 
I said to her, "Do you remember years ago when I thought I should have had the call for 
that church?" She said, "Yes." Then I said, "I thank God that He heard and answered my 
prayer the right way — not the way I prayed it." I can look back and remember how I had 
cried to the Lord. I told Him how He had failed me and caused me to miss the greatest 
opportunity I ever had. Oh, I blamed Him, and I found fault with Him, and I actually 
scolded Him because He didn't seem to know what was the best for me! He had shut that 
door so tight that the resounding slam was in my ears for several years after that. My 
friend, my heavenly Father had answered my prayer, and I am ashamed of the fact that I 
did not thank Him at the time. My advice to you is this: Instead of saying that God has 
not answered your prayers, say, "My heavenly Father heard my prayer, but He told me 
no, which was the right answer." We are to let our "requests be made known unto God 
with thanksgiving." 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus [ Phil. 4:7 "|. 

The Scripture speaks of other kinds of peace which we can understand. There is world 
peace. We have the assurance that someday peace will cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea. It will come through the person of Christ, the Prince of Peace. Also there is the 
peace that comes when sins are forgiven. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" ( Rom. 5:1) . Then there is the peace that is 
tranquility. The Lord Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you ..." 
( John 14:27 ). That is a marvelous peace, but it is not "the peace . . . which passeth all 
understanding." I do not know how to tell you this, but I do know it is a peace in which 
we do not live at all times. I think it is a peace that sweeps over our souls at certain times. 
I stood on the big island of Hawaii and looked out at a sunset with Mauna Kea, that great 
snowcapped mountain out there in the tropics, in the foreground. As I looked at the 
majesty of God's creation, what a peace came to me. I can't tell you what it was — it 
"passeth all understanding." And that same peace came when my heavenly Father let me 
have cancer. I went to the hospital frightened to death, and then that night I committed it 
all to Him and told Him I wanted to know He was real. He made Himself real and that 



peace that "passeth all understanding" flooded my soul. I don't know how to tell you what 
it is; I can only say that it is wonderful. 

This peace "shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." There are those who 
say that prayer changes things. I can't argue with that; prayer does change things. But that 
is not the primary purpose of prayer. 

Notice that we entered this passage in anxiety, with worry, and we came out of the 
passage with peace. Between the two was prayer. Have things changed? Not really. The 
storm may still be raging, the waves still rolling high, the thunder still resounding. 
Although the storm has not abated, something has happened in the individual. Something 
has happened to the human soul and the human mind. In our anxiety we want God to 
change everything around us. "Give us this." "Don't let this happen." "Open up this door." 
We should be praying, "Oh, God, change me." Prayer is the secret of power. We enter 
with worry, we can come out in peace. 

Joy is the source of power; prayer is the secret of power. 

Contemplation Of Christ- The Sanctuary Of Power (4:8-9) 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things [ PhjL 4:8 1. 

"Finally, brethren" — remember that he said, "Finally, my brethren" at the beginning of 
chapter 3, when he was just halfway through? Well, now he is nearly through and is 
giving his last admonitions. 

This has been called the briefest biography of Christ. He is the One who is "true." He is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. "Whatsoever things are honest" — He is honest. 
"Whatsoever things are just" — He is called the Just One. "Pure" — the only pure 
individual who ever walked this earth was the Lord Jesus. He asked the question, "Which 
of you convicteth me of sin?" No one did. He also said, ". . . the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me" ( John 14:30 ). Satan always finds something he can hook 
onto in me. How about you? But there was nothing in the Lord Jesus. He was ". . . holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners ..." ( Heb. 7:26 ). He was lovely which means 
"gracious." Virtue has to do with strength and courage. He was the One of courage, a real 
man. He took upon Himself our humanity. "If . . . any praise" — He is the One you can 
praise and worship today. 

You and I live in a dirty world. You cannot walk on the streets of any city without getting 
dirty. Your mind gets dirty; your eyes get dirty. Do you ever get tired of the filth of it? 

Hollywood ran out of ideas years ago, which is the reason Hollywood has dried up. 
Television is boring; it cannot help but repeat the same old thing. So what have they 
done? They have substituted filth for genius. Someone has called it the great wasteland. It 
is like looking at an arid desert, and yet millions keep their eyes glued to it. Their minds 
are filled with dirt and filth and violence. 



If a Christian is going to spend his time with the dirt and filth and questionable things of 
this world, there will not be power in his life. The reason we have so many weak 
Christians is that they spend their time with the things of the world, filling their minds 
and hearts and tummies with the things of this world. Then they wonder why there is no 
power in their lives. 

We need a sanctuary. We need something to think upon that will clean up our minds. 
Here are some questions to think about: How much time do you spend with the Word of 
God? How much time do you spend contemplating Christ? "But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord" ( 2Cor. 3:18 ). The Word of God is a mirror, and 
in it we behold the glory of the Lord. The only way you can behold the living Christ is in 
the Word of God. As you behold Him, there is a liberty, a freedom, and a growth that He 
gives you. You cannot come by it in any other way. 

Oh, how puerile, how inconsequential is the impact of believers' lives! I am amazed at 
how easily Christians are taken in by every wind of doctrine that comes along. They are 
not able to discern truth and error. The one explanation, as I have pondered it in my mind, 
is ignorance of the Word of God. To have power in our lives we must contemplate the 
person of Jesus Christ, contemplating Him in the Word of God. 

Too often people come to the church to be entertained. Someone has said that people 
come to church to eye the clothes or to close the eyes. Many seem to sit in a daze for an 
hour just to feel religious or pious. My friend, only the Word of God can bring strength to 
you. You need physical food when you are weak; you need bread and meat to give you 
strength. The Word of God is your spiritual bread and meat. The only way to grow 
spiritually is to spend time in the Word of God. It is the Word that reveals Jesus Christ. I 
believe He is on every page of Scripture if only we have eyes to see Him. We need to see 
Him. We need to have the reality of Christ in our lives. This is made possible as we, with 
an open face, behold the glory of the Lord. 

I think one of the things that will cause believers to be ashamed at the appearing of Christ 
will be their ignorance of the Scriptures when they stand in His presence. I'm of the 
opinion He will say to many of us, "I gave you all the information you needed in the 
Scriptures. You didn't listen to Me; you didn't hear Me." We say that one of the problems 
with our children is that they don't listen to their parents. The problem with the children 
of God is that they don't listen to their heavenly Father. Contemplation of Christ — that is 
the sanctuary of power. Many of us need to leave the busyness and dirtiness of this world 
and go aside with the Wrod of God where we can contemplate Him, worship Him, and 
praise Him. 

Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and 
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you 
r Phil. 4:9 1. 

A better word for "do" is practice. Paul could say something that would be audacious if 
you or I said it: "Do what I do." I don't want my little grandson to follow down the 
pathway that I went. I don't want him to have his grandpa for an example. But Paul could 



make his life an example to other believers. Paul lived in that sanctuary of power because 
He had made Christ the very center and periphery of his life. 

In Christ — The Satisfaction Of Power (4:10-23) 

But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of 
me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye 
lacked opportunity f Phil . 4:10 1. 

At the beginning I said that the Epistle to the Philippians is primarily a thank- you note. 
Before Paul got down to the thank-you part, he dealt with Christian experience. He has 
been talking about Christian experience throughout the epistle. Now he is thanking them 
for their gift. 

For two years the church in Philippi had lost touch with Paul. They did not know where 
he was after he had been arrested in Jerusalem and then put in prison for two years. The 
next time they heard about him, he had been transferred to a prison in Rome. They 
apologized to him for not having contact with him and for not communicating their gifts 
to him during those years. Paul is excusing them in a most gracious manner. He says, "I 
rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; 
wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity." In other words, "You had lost 
contact with me so that you didn't have the opportunity to be helpful to me." How 
gracious Paul was! 

Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content f Phil. 4:11 1. 

Paul said that he never made an appeal to them. He never sent out an SOS for help. Paul 
had learned to be content in whatsoever state he was. It didn't matter whether he was in 
prison or out of prison. Many of us think that if things are going right and if we are in the 
right place, then we will be contented. That means that we depend on the circumstances 
of life for our contentment. I have asked the Lord to give me contentment. I have prayed 
for Him to make me just as content tape-recording in my office as I am out in Hawaii 
enjoying the beautiful scenery. Our circumstances have a great deal to do with our 
contentment, don't they? But Paul had learned to be content regardless of his state. 

I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need f Phil. 4:12 1. 

Paul says, "Though I appreciate your sympathy, I know how to live on the lowest plane 
economically, and I know how to live on the highest plane. I have done both." There 
were times when he had nothing, and he was content. There were times when God had 
given him an abundance, and he had learned how to abound. 

When I retired from the pastorate, I told my wife that there would be a terrible letdown in 
income and in our standard of living. I knew it would be hard for us. Paul knew how to 
abound and how to be abased, but we're not very good at that. I guess the Lord knew all 
about it, because due to the generosity of some very wonderful folk our standard hasn't 
come down. We have been able to live just like we did before. We were prepared to come 



down, but the Lord didn't bring us down, and we do thank Him and praise His name for 
it. 

It was the custom of Dr. Harry Ironside to go every year to Grand Rapids for a Bible 
conference at Mel Trotter's mission. Mel Trotter had been an alcoholic, and after he had 
come to Christ, he opened a mission to reach other men who were in his former 
condition. The owner of a hotel which had just been built in Grand Rapids had been an 
alcoholic and had been led to Christ by Mel Trotter. He told Mel, "When you have a 
speaker or visitor come to your mission, you send him over to the hotel. We will keep 
him here free of charge." When Dr. Ironside arrived at that hotel, the man ushered him up 
to the presidential suite. He had the best apartment in the hotel. Dr. Ironside had never 
been in a place like that before. He called Mel on the phone and said, "Listen, Mel, you 
don't have to put me up like this. I don't need all this luxury. All I want is a room with a 
comfortable bed, and a desk and a lamp where I can study." Mel assured him that the 
room was not costing him or the mission anything; it was being provided free of charge. 
He said, "Harry, Paul said he knew how to abound and he knew how to be abased. Now 
you learn to abound this week, will you?" 

Now we come to a verse that is often quoted, but I think there are only certain 
circumstances in which it should be quoted. This verse is geared to life. It gets down 
where the rubber meets the road. This verse needs to be worked out in life. 

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me [ Phil. 
4:13 1. 

This really should be translated the way Paul wrote it: "I can do all things in Christ which 
strengtheneth me." 

When Paul says all things, does he literally mean all things? Does it mean you can go 
outside and jump over your house? Of course not. Paul says, "I can do all things in 
Christ" — that is, in the context of the will of Christ for your life. Whatever Christ has for 
you to do, He will supply the power. Whatever gift He gives you, He will give the power 
to exercise that gift. A gift is a manifestation of the Spirit of God in the life of the 
believer. As long as you function in Christ, you will have power. 

Let me give you an illustration. My favorite mode of travel is by train. I fly only because 
I must. The train has lots more romance connected with it, and it is much more enjoyable. 
It gets you there later, but it gets you there. The Santa Fe Railroad used to have a train 
called the Super Chief which ran between Los Angeles and Chicago. That was a 
wonderful train, and I enjoyed traveling on it. It traveled with tremendous power. That 
Super Chief could say, "I can do all things a Super Chief is supposed to do on the tracks 
between Chicago and Los Angeles. I can pull up the Cajon Pass, the highest pass for any 
railroad in this country. I slow down a little bit, but I do not hesitate. I go right up to the 
top and down the other side. I can do all things!" 

Now suppose the Super Chief had said, "For years I have been taking people back and 
forth from Chicago to Los Angeles, Los Angeles to Chicago, and it gets a little 
monotonous. I noticed a little group of people got off at Williams, Arizona, to go to the 
Grand Canyon. I've been coming by here for years, and I've never seen the Grand 



Canyon. I think I'll just take off across the desert here and look at the canyon for myself." 
Now I don't know that the train actually ever said that, but I do know that it left the tracks 
one day over on the side toward the Grand Canyon. I'm here to tell you that it never did 
make it to the Grand Canyon. The minute it left the tracks, it was a wreck. The train was 
helpless and hopeless the moment it left the tracks. As long as the Super Chief was on the 
tracks, as long as it was doing the thing it was supposed to do, it could do all the things a 
Super Chief should do. It could go up and down over those mountains, back and forth 
from Chicago to Los Angeles. But it was absolutely helpless when it left the tracks. 

This is what Paul is saying about himself — "I can do all things in Christ." Now, friend, if 
you are a member of Christ's body, He is the Head, and you are to function in the context 
of His will for your life. His will is the track on which you are to run. 

Now Paul is not saying that we can do all things. I can't jump like a grasshopper can 
jump. When I was in school I was the high jumper, but I can't jump anymore. You see, I 
can't do all things, but I can do all things which God has for me to do from the time He 
saved me to the time He will take me out of this world. 

"Through Christ which strengtheneth me." Christ is the One who will strengthen you and 
enable you to do all that is in His will for you. He certainly does not mean that He is 
putting into your hands unlimited power to do anything you want to do. Rather, He will 
give you the enablement to do all things in the context of His will for you. When you and 
I are in Christ, and we are moving in Christ on those tracks, we are irresistible. There is 
no stopping us. But the minute you and I step out of that glorious position, step out of 
God's will either by sinning, by our own willfulness, or by lack of fellowship, we are as 
much a wreck as that Santa Fe Super Chief was, and we are not going anywhere. But if 
we stay on that track, we can do all things in Christ. "If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" ( John 15:7) . We 
had better make sure where we are before we start asking. It is essential to be in His will. 

My friend, let me emphasize this: It is essential to be in God's will, and His will is 
determined by a knowledge of His Bible. So many folk feel that if they can take a little 
course, it will solve all their problems. Well, it won't solve them. I asked a fellow who 
paid out quite a sum of money to take a certain course, and he told me how it had helped 
him and his family — he said it had revolutionized them. Several months later I asked, 
"How is it going for you now?" He said, "We're just about back where we were before we 
took the course." Apparently it was not the problem- solver he thought it was. Then I 
asked him a direct question, "How much time do you really spend in the Word of God?" 
My friend, the Word of God is the answer; and it's so simple I'm not able to charge for it! 
Why not forget the little courses that are being offered and get down to a serious study of 
the Word of God? Don't stop with the Gospel of John, wonderful as it is. There are sixty- 
five other books in the Bible. If you get the total Word of God, you will get the total will 
of God for this life, and you will have a basis on which you can operate. There is joy, 
there is satisfaction and sheer delight in being in the will of God and doing what God 
wants you to do. 

Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with 
my affliction f Phil. 4:14 1. 



Paul wants them to know that he appreciates their gift — "Ye have done well, that ye did 
communicate with my affliction." This is his personal thank-you. 

Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, 
when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with 
me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only [ Phil. 4:15 1- 

This church was a jewel. There are churches like it across this country today. They have a 
wonderful fellowship and a heart for the things of God. God is blessing them in 
marvelous, wonderful ways. The Philippian church was close to the apostle Paul. They 
were the ones who sent support to him — Paul was their missionary. Wouldn't you have 
loved to have had Paul as your missionary and to have had a part in his support? 

For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity 
r Phil. 4:16 1. 

We know from the account in Acts 16 and Acts 17 that Paul had to leave Philippi by the 
request of the authorities. He went on to Thessalonica where those who opposed the 
gospel he was preaching set the city in an uproar. No one was helping Paul but the 
Philippian believers — "For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my 
necessity." 

Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to 
your account f Phil. 4:17 1. 

That church in Philippi has been getting dividends on their contribution right down to the 
present time. Paul wrote them this epistle to thank them. We are studying the epistle 
today, and we are profiting from this study. This is a part of the dividends of their 
contribution. They have stock in the apostle Paul, if you please. They still have a part in 
getting out the Word of God! 

But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a 
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God [ Phil. 
4:18 1. 

The priest in the Old Testament went into the holy place to put incense on the altar, and it 
ascended with a sweet smell. A Christian in his giving is like a priest making an offering 
to God. When it is made in the right spirit, it is, as Paul is saying to the Philippian 
believers, more than just making a donation or taking up a collection. It is an offering, an 
odor of a sweet smell to God. And that is what your gift is when it is given in the right 
spirit. 

But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus [ Phil. 4:19 1- 

Thinking of their sacrifice to supply his need, Paul assures them that God would supply 
all their needs. He doesn't say all their wants — he doesn't include luxury items — but all 
their needs. However, He does supply luxury items many times. When He does, it is 
surplus. He does it out of His loving-kindness. 



Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen 
f Phil. 4:20 1. 

God gets all the glory. He will not share His glory with another. 

Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me 
greet you. 

All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's 
household f Phil. 4:21-22 1. 

He greets each believer personally. The believers who are with Paul also send their 
greetings. Again we are told that some were patricians, nobility, members of the 
household of Caesar. They now belong to Christ, and they want to be remembered to the 
Christians in Philippi. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen [ Phil. 
4:23 1. 

Paul closes with a benediction, and I will close with a benediction. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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